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Appil 28, 1937.

Doctors R. E. Speer and E. M. Jorth,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City, U. 8. A.

Dear Doctor Speer and Doctor North:

On April 35 we sent you the following cablegram. The sub-
stance of it was discussed with Doctor Bowen before he left and had
his approval, buf the making up of the cablegram was left to Mr.
Clemons and myself.

NANPUSHAN NEWYORK
ANJEN e annrove of the nlen
I0K1J buwergency funds. :
MELYV Total amount of losses estiusted at
NOGAB five
ULPYV residences
CUBOC burned
PRUXC $60,000 Mexican;
ERAZL
ooIvT
R
@ exican;
ILUOW foes
NEULM laneous
PHOWN 9000 Mexioan;
SRIL3 peFsonal property or affets
AIVUV University of Nanking
WUYNN guprorted
PBAVG $200,000 smexican;
KIOOP mission
WUYNN supported
PBAXC $350,000 Mexican;
RYBOT native assistante
PNOID $40,000 Mexican;
IBLIK Shanghai
UFBIC re es8
PARRJ $5 fold;
AIVOY  University of Nanking
WOTEN orted
UVPRP ies
IVOYL hone
ALUCBE allowances
PLEDC W,OOV E;Old;
YBNOH travel
PFURY $23,500 gold.




dootors Speer and Noxth - 3 April 238, 1927.

wRink fhe gewsral orinion seems to B4

1L0RY in favnr of

JOTSH indemaity

SRILS personal prcperty or effects

ILETC Famine Kelief Committee

AXO2P arranged.

BLAPY Afailable for the purpose, subject to approval

of mission,
CYNIV campaign
DANIELS Doctor Daniels,
HUMKEL Mr. Hummel,
ILLICK Mr. mi“o
JONESMIRLS - Br. Jones, Mr. 8. J. lills,
ROBSON Nr. Robson, s
YIL3ON “r. Wilson.
AIVUV University of bonking
EXOU3 willi continue or are ¢uu L iaud
TADAB for the present
dhovd in charge of
EBEOJ Chinese
EGYEB committee.
REISNER Mr. Reisner
DHOZT is placed in charge
IBLIK Shanghal.
cofef 1 can Bring with me
MORPZ satorials

“ for muuuon .

MINIS Poard of Mamagors.

AZRAH ¥xrect to arrive or tkhe 9th proximo,
LOFsT Eurxrece of Ruseis.

BOWEN A. J. Bowen.

Sincerely yours,

J. H Relsner.
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University of Nanking
Room 612 Missions Building
Shanghai

App1128, 1927,

Dr, Robert E. Speer,
and
Dr, Eric M. North,
China Union Universities,
150 Pifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Friends:

Dr., Bowen will have arrived in America probably
some ten days before this letter rsaches you and asy likely %
have already covered some of the following items. Ve were,
indeed, sorry to see him ge, but assure you that we will de
all we possibly can at this end to meet emergencies as they
arise and deal as wisely as possible with the rapidly changing
conditions here which will in any way affect the University
and the earrying out of the purposes for which it has been
established.,

(1) Appresistion of the services of the New York Office.

May I first express our very great appreciation
of the most efrficient and thoughtful way in which yeu have
tried to keep all our friends and relatives informed as to
our whereabouts and safety from March 24th until we were
safely landed in Shanghai. Letters received by a number of
us from home speak very highly eof your theughtfulness of
our relatives and friends during the period of uncertainty.

(2) Minutes Board of Managers Meetimg, April 19th and 20th.

The first copy of the mimutes sent to you on
the last boat hagsé now been corrected and mimeograped . Forty
copies are being sent to you.. mo of the generai interest
oK many of the actions takon,'fy eans Kuo and Chen and % the
various reselutions, we are sending a copy of these minutes
to the foreign staff of the University who are now in Amerieca
or Japan. Cepies are also being sent te certain individualg
members of the cooperating missions, as well as to the regular
members ¢f the Board of Managers,

The Board of Managersminutes need no comment;
but I would like to emphasize - and the emphasis cannot be
made too strong - the loyal, efficient and honest way in which
our Chinese colleagues are trying to carry on the University
in our absence. It is almost worth being driven away from
Nanking te go through the experience of seeing our former
Chinese colleagues and friends getting under the burden of
earrying on the University during these most difficult times.
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7k administrative committees have most complicated problems
will be very clearly indicated in Dean Kue's report, and the
wisdom displayed in the management of the University during
these days indicates, I feel, what we may expect from these
same men during the days to come. The whole situation to
my mind calls for equal loyalty on our part and eonfidence in
the men with whom we have been working and some of whom in
peaceful times we were anticipating would assume administrative
leadership in the natural course of events, There can be no
question I think of the wisdom of the action of the Board of
Managers in keeping open the University and I feel sure that
the actions which we have taken looking to a continuation
of the University as a going concern will meet with the approval
and backing of the Trustees. What has impressed me most
and which I feel sure will give you satisfaction, is the
conviction on the part of all of those who have been respon-
gible for ecarrying on the University that it must remain a
Christian educational imstitution. There has been no weaken-
ing whatsoever on this peint and you can le assured that the
men in charge of the Univereity at this time are not trying
to save it for educational purposes, but for a Christian
educational institution,.

(3) Bxecutjve Finance Committee minutes April 21th.

Copies of these minutes are being attached to
the Board of Managers Minutes =nd comment need be made only as
follows:

(a) ¥amine Yunds Budget. The China Famine Fund Com-
mittee met yesterday afternoon and approved the askings for
the year 1927-1928, which were made along the same lines as
in previous years, the total amount requested being slightly
less than that requested a year ago. The Famine Fund Budget
will be submitted to the Board of Trustees along with the
University budgets. I asked that a committee of two (Messrs.
C. E. Patton and lMajor Bassett) be appointed te whom I could
report for conferences and advice should conditions in the
University become such that we could not carry out the original
intentions of the Famine Fund. I am still eptimistic enough
to believe that unless the situation in the Yangtze Valley
gets very much worse than it is new, our agriculture and forestry
work covered by the Famine Funds will go on practically intact.

(v) Upiversity Budgets 1927-1928. You will notice
that the Administrative units have been asked to prepare bud-
gets for 1927-1928 on the basis of minimum requirements and
conservative estimates as to the number of students and
probable income from tuition fees. We shall try to get these
budgets into shape at the earliest possible moment, refer
them to the Executive-Finance Committee and if it seems
desirable and necessary, to a full meeting of the Board eof
¥Managers and them forward them to you promptly.
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{a) . Owen's illness. I am glad to repert that Mr.
Owen is very much better, that he will be returning from the
bhospital at the end of this week and will probably be able to
get back to the office for part time at least next week. The
Owens will not be returning now until sometime after the
middle of July.

() Shaimghai Office. Yesterday we rented quarters for
four monthe in the National Y. M, C., A, Committee Building
and our address until September 1lst will be Room 526, 20
Museum Road, Shanghai.

(4) Pinancial Statement for May. Will you please include
everything pessible in the financial statement for ¥ay se

that we can get as far along with the closing of the books

a8 possible? Mr. Owem will be wanting to leave as quickly

as possible, and he should do se. I hope, however, that

it will be possible for him to cleose the books for 1926-1927

g0 that we can see exactly how we stand financislly onm July

1st, 1927. In previous years I understand the June statement
has been quite late in getting to us,amd making it impossible

to clese our books before the emd of the summer. You will
appreciate these diffioulties, I am sure, and I hope that special
effort may be made to get to us here in Shanghai at the earliest
possible moment your June statements ending the fiscal year.

(3) Cavlegrams

On April 25th we sent to you a long cadlegram
& copy of which is enclosed herewith, in answer to your
cablegram of April 21st . The substance ofthe cable was
discussed by Mr., Bowen, Mr. Clemons and myself and the coding
was done largely by Mr., Clemons. We trust the cable gave you
the information whieh you desired. Kr, Bowen will have been
able to give you additional information as he carried with
him the matter requested for publicity and the detailed
148t on which our estimates of verious losses were based.

; The following part of your cable was not zl-
together clear: "Please request Famine Relilef Committee
arrange with banks continue payment.® One possible interpre-
tation of this would be that the National Savings & Trust
Company Eﬁ%%Tﬁﬁa!tion.d the wisdom of remitting any further
funds to uss) o such question was raised yesterday by the
Chins Famine Fund Committee. When Mr. Owen is well enough
to discuss the questien and if it seems wise, we will ask
Nr. Patten to cable the National Savings * Trust Company te
sontinue all vayments as approved. Our Famine Funds are in
perfect order; we are and will dbe within our budget; and se
we can se2e no reason for any possible question. If further
advice to ue is necessary as to what we should do because of
some action by the National Savings & Trust Company, perhaps
you had better let us know,

(6) Personal and property lesses.
Many of our teachers, both mission and Univer-
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sity supperted, have left with us here in the office a atatement
of their versonal losses. I have alse asked Mr. Charles T. Gee,
Chairmean of the Building and Property Committee of the Baard of
Managers, who was associated with Nr. A, G. Small, te prepare

a careful estimate of our total property losses, including
equipment, resulting from looting by the Nationalist soldiers.

As soon ae this is in hand, we shall send it to you. In the
meantime, I think you will find the estimates of property

and equipment losses made in the statement which Mr. Bowen carried
with him, fairly accurate.

We are now in touch with the American Consul
General in Shanghai and are trying to learn from him what kind
of a statement of these losses should be made. If the Beard of
Trustees has any suggestions as to policies on claims, we
should appreciate hearing from you at once. The matter has
not yet been brought up by our Beard of Managers meeting, but
it ought to be discussed soon by our Executive-Financej Committee.

(7) Addaress List.

The office here is preparing as complete and
accurate 2 list as possible of the addresses of University
teachers. Will you please che¢k tnis up carefully with your
office records and make such corrections as necessary and
return it to us?

(8) Persounel.

As noted above ¥r, Owen will be here until after
the middle of July. Miss Ruesell is staying as long as
she will be needed in connection with the affidrs of the Hospital.
Miss Glesp, at much pereonal sacrifice to herself, has sgreed
te stay indefinitely or until the situation becomes consider-
ably clearer than it is at the present time. Lkiss Purcell
has alse gladly consented to remain indefinitely. Without
Niss Gless, ¥iss Purcell and Hiss Russell it would be guite
impossible for me to carry om. MNrs, Reisner and the children
are here with me in Shanghai. I have been very happy to remain
here, which I should have done under any circumstances, until
the situation cleared 2nd we could sece a little further inte
the future and what would become of the Coellese of Agriculture
and Forestry. I can assure you that my personal interest im
the Colleze of Agriculture 2nd Sorestry will in no way influence
the diseharging of the responsitilities and duties which President
Bewen has left with me in refcrence to the University as a whole,
I realise only too well the seriousmess of all these new respon-
sibilities, particularly in these times of revolutionary un-
rest and change and trust that I may have your confidence and
prayers, and that you will write to me fully with reference
to the desires and opinions of the Beard of Trustees. Until
we get our budgets into shape and our plans fer next year a
1itt12 better organised, if you can do it, I think our Chinese
colleagues would very greatly appreciate some statement of approval
of the decision to keep the University goimg, of confidence in
them and of the continued support e¢f the Mission Beards through
the Beard of Trustees. :

Yours verz sincerely,







THE UNIVERSITY OF NANK%G . )

NANKING, CHINA

20 MUSEUM ROAD, ROOM 526

PLEASE SEND REPLY TO ank
SHANGHAI OFFICE. (K Ju};gg.)), 1927

SHANGHAL, CHINA

CuPyY ' ALY
Dean John H, Heisher,

Room 526, /0 Huseum Road,

Shanohai .

Deayr DLecan Helsnoerd

Your .etters of Lay 27 and 31, 1927 vere received
oromptly, so I vrote to Ky, Ceh, Yinsicn, three days apc ac-
cor ing tu your statement sbout hinm,

¥r. Can iote to Dean ruo saying that he vants to
leave Hanking temporerily in c¢.mnectiom vwith thc finest chince
at prescnt. lowever, both Dean uv and 1 wrote to him ioX
getting bock & feu days agou, but ve d.n't have any c.alidience
that Mr., oan ould do this, It is, therefore, under the present
circumstancc., I feel very strongly that we ought to try to
get either a labor supervisor I an agssistant in order to replace
this position.

In regeriing t. the field work = 1 dere say that 1t
18 g ing on extremely fine becouse the vork i: well urgeniazed
end every ember does his best in every possible way. €
have Tinicshed all the barley cutt ng, threshing, snd one helf
of them already veighed out lest week,

The aftcerncon of Junc 1lst, we started uuxr wheat
experiment ctting, 6600 rod r s cut out at lic end .f last
Saturiay. the Cormell hyurid r.we already pelected and some
of them cut lazt Priday. These hybrids are more acapatable
to the climate of MNankin; then U, . .4, gtuff and other meterials
introduced from uther parts .f Ancr.ice, as well as Juropean
countrics. 8o every one .f us geve his smile face lu tiese
stuff and hoping thet they might nean more to u. than the stuff
from o thexr localities,

The increaze stuff also bogan to cut sinoce last
Thursday before they booare dead ripe. it peens t. e that
there is no an ther chance to loose our valuable stuff as it
vias done lmot yemr both £.r expe. iment and increase.

The secdling -f cotton, corm, and rice 1 ok culte
nicely nov dbut we have no rain fur &« long time, they are cui.cre
ing some to sore extent., All animels arc busy .a plosing
vheet fieclds, wniortunately the land is little bit tuo Luxe 1ol
them tc plow,

May I call your attention that we have lr. ~ong's
contragt will be cnded next July first and Mr, Tal wnd Jir. Isu
%i1l)l be August first, Please let .e kno vhat shall do about these
mén ‘as sBoon as possible,

Jith best wishes eand regaxds to you anc the fauily,

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) C, M, Heh,
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University of lankinmg
June 6, 1927

Mr. John H.Reismer,
Room 626 20 Museum Road,

Shanghai, China.

My dear John:

Kiss Priest has just handed me your letter of May 13th whiech
has just arrived. The Trustee meeting 1s eoming on June 9 and we will
have to proseed without the adwantage of your mimutes of May 20 amd 21,
but -we shall give ecmmittees power to deal with the matters which will
eoms from you end endeavor to earry forward the busimess without delay.

by t
It is not slear at presemt what arrangements will be made for -
Seoretary of the Trustees. I am still holding offiee both as Secretary
and issistant Treasurer. Something depends on what arrangements are made
for the Cemtral Office as a whole whish will be taken up sometime this
mouth. In any ease we will let you know promptly.

I have thought several times of the stremmous work whieh you
must be hav'ng and the burdems whieh you are earrying. We want to shere
them all we can. Your letter to Dr.Speer and myself with the mimmtes of
the earlier moeoting of the Beard of lenagers was first rate and we will
write you about the ftems there covered after the meeting of the Trustees.
Miss Priest will be sending you a revised list of the staff members. If
you think best to have those olrsulated from here besause of the possibil-
ity of changes in address we will be glad to take esare of it for you.
However, handle it in any way you like.

I appreciate tho first paragraph in your letter ef April 28th
with reference to our efforts, at times rather stremmous, to get and semd
to relatives informakion about the safety and losation of the staff at the time
of the emergensy. It seemed so hard to get defimite word promptly ani to get
it out that we are glad to find that what we did do has been appreciated.

I am glad to hear that Mr.Owen is very mwoh better. He has our
warmest sympathy in the heavy burdens, persomal and offieial,that have some

wpon him. We will push the matter of the finansial statement and I shall
bonlthghhdlmtly:pontuauﬂnrmorﬁopohhhmhuobou '
eleared.. Your guess as to our reason for cablinmg, urging the Famime Relief
Conmittes to arrangs with the bank b sontimwe paymsmt, was dws to & commmi-
eation of the dank askimg whether conditions were swoh as to justify further
paymant, and it seemed Dest to lmve that matter eleared as there was some-
mmlli,m.uhpudﬁhmmbuthttm.nﬁwovcy




¥r.J.H.Reisner-2 8/8/21

much needed that $15,000. The matter, I think, is now fully cleared.

1 note particularly the last few semtemses in your letter and can
assure you that these will receive the thoughtful sonsideration of the
Trustees. '

Faithfully yours,

Seoretary
University of Nanking




UNIVERS ITY OF NANKING
Nanking, China,

20 Museum Road, Room 526
4 Shanghai, China,
Occasional Letter No. 5. June 15, 1927
(Telephone C. 6853)

Dear Friends:

Lo University commencement exercises will be held in
Nenking, Saturday, thel8th, to be followed by an Alumni luncheon,
whicli some of the prominent Shanghai alumni are planning to
attend. A special meeting of the Board of Managers is to be
held tomorrow all day, to consider among other things, hospital
problems[ our equipment and property losses, repairs to resi-
dences, registration, reogenization, etc. O0f all these things
I hope there will be full news in my next letter to you. There
are so many things to write about today that I am not sure I
shall be able to include them all.

Nanking has beer made into a metropolitan area and
is now under a municipal government. The chairman of the
council was formerly a member of the Canton municipal council.
I understand that among the first proclamationes that were issued
were (1) to remove all houses that have been built over the
various bridges irn Nanking within two weeks (this has been done),
and another calling for the widening of the road connecting the
governor's yamen ané San Pai Iou to 100 feet. The various
changes that have to be made by the property owners along the
way are to be met hy the owners of the property. Dr. H, C.
Chen of Southeastern and who had the private kindergarden at
Kuleo and whom many of you know, is chairman of the municipal
council on Education. Mr. C. T. Gee, now in charge of our
Construction Department, refused the position nf municipal
engineer at $350.00 per month, which isabout double his present
salary. Mr. C. Y. Tu, whom so many of you know, has been appoint -
ed to the position. The office hours of the new municipal
government begin at seven in the morning!!

Regulations for educational institutions are rather
numerous these days. Some are reasonable and some are practical-
1y confiscatory in their demands. It is Gifficult to know what
to do. The only feasible thing seems to be to keep going just
as long as possible and hope for the test.

The minutes of the May meeting of the Library Staff
came in yesterday and it will be worth while to quote some
paragraphs from it, not only to indicate the way the library
is carrying on, but also to jndicate some of the problems which
they are facing. . "The censorship of books on National-
ism and Communism by the Nationalist Government has given us not
e little difficult problem. ......... A letter from the National-
ist Political Bureau has come through to Dean Kuo stating that
every library is expected to form a Doctor Sun Yat-sen's

collection, and this is: done accordingly. ..... Wetake pleasure
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to report that the Nationalist Government has borrowed some
bqoks, newspapers and periodicals from our library for reference.
The accessibility of these to users and constant visitors from
this new nationalist government is made possible because of our
library pclicy of open shelf. 1Inother words, this means more
cons?ant‘and larger library service than any other library in
Ngnklng could possibly give. ..... There are about 200 persons
attending our library daily at present. ...... Resolved, To ask
the College Administrative Committee to decide upon the problem
of thecensorship o7 books on Nationalism and Communism; to pur-
chase more books on Doctor Sun Yat-sen'! and his thesory; to

type the lists of books collected from the homes of foreign
faculties which bear their personal names," Many of us are
under deep obligation to the librarians and other friends for
thie energy and organization which they used in collecting

the remainder of the books from the looted homes. For those
who are particularlyvintérested, we are adding an appendix

to this letter, being Mr. Li Siao-yuen's report on the collect-
ing of these books. Might I suggest here that all those who
are involved send a note of thanks as soon as possible to Mr,
Li and the other members of the library staff?

I am sure also that you will be interested in the
following paragraphs from a letter received from Nr. Chow Ming-1I:
"June 7th: Mr. Shao and his family are all back and they have
not received any losses or dangers from either side but the only
thing they are sorry for is to see all teachers and dear friends
gone from Nanking so bitterly and they were not here to help.

My mother-in-law she specially wants to know the recent condition
6f Americans, as she loved the old environment and foreign friends
very much. Now she is entirely missed from then.

‘"The cooperators who are using our silkworm eggs
and wheat seeds now report unanimously gocd. e are very proud
of these results. And we are going to give ycu a fuller report
later.

"Mr. Tang has waited in the city for a long time, not
knowing when there will be free of bandits or robbers in Nanking
country. He is simply waiting and waiting; mny people told him
not to go because of some dangers happening in the country.

il ‘"Iam appointed to give a course of agricultural ex-
tension in the summer school again this year. I hope I can give
e ‘fuller course than before as it is assiguec to me thirty hours
this year and only twenty hours last year."

Mr. Chen Yen-shan shares his enthusiasm resulting
from an extension trip and at the same time gives us a side-
light on Nanking, as follows:

"Jurnie 8th: I returned yésterday afterncon and have 3¢ri your
express letter. I feel very happy after visiting our c.ilkworm
demonstration stations. The results of our two stations are
very good. (We have one station at Wusih and one at Kiangyin).

I hope that all of our extension work can be of such kind. If
so, it is worth while to spend even a life's time to participate
with it, I am sorry that I can do a little only of propaganda
work but anxious to learn something so that in some time I can
also give some service to society in the concrete form. In
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the next year if all our special professors can return to the
College I like to spend two years time to study on 'Plant Industry'.
b Ky il Want to teach I like to teach througn experience. Hoping
you will direct me to the best course and able to do most service
for the life,

: - "School is running in good condition. But I heard

agaln today begin from today students are free from classes and
spend rest of the term for the patriotic movement. Nanking is
peaceful and all the organizations are decorated for the cele-
bration of victory. This evening there will be a latern pro-
cession to celebrate the capture of Hsuchowfu and the success of
northern fight. Hoping to hear from you soon again - Chen Yen-shan".

Since my last letter there have been quite a number
of people down from the University or from Nanking. Mr. Gee is
here today with the most complete statement we have yet had of
property and equipment losses which now total $250,000 lex.

The Language School is being used by the Huang Poa Alumni for

the training of cadets. General Chiang Kai-shek has issued a
very stiff proclamation ordering all troops out of educational
buildings by the 16th of June. Failure to do so is to be punish-
able by death. The sending of Japanese troops to Shantung and
north has increased anti-foreign feeling in Nanking. I learned
yesterday from good authority that Mr., MacCartney, the general
manager of the International Export Comp~-ny and the commrissioner
of foreign affairs in an attempt to inspect Mr. MacCartney's
house were chased off the place. Mr. Julean Arnold, our United
States Commercial Attache here in Shanghai, accompanied Senator
Hiram Bingham to Nanking and had a rather unpleasant experience
when, in company with several of our teacrers, he tried to inspect
our house. Many of the churces are still occupied by soldiers.
Perhaps some of you have already seen a duspatch from Nanking by
R. 5. PKckens, correspondent for the 'Crisego Tribune', a copy

of which appeared here in the China Ccurizr. Along with other
matters,he writes: "Government officials are unarnimous in declar-
ing they want the foreigners to return to the city, especially
the missionaries. One student at Nanking University said today
that many of the students 'weep for their foreign teachers'." 1
know there are many of our Chinese friends who would be glad

to see their friends return to Nanking, but so far as I can learn,
it is their feeling and it is my own very deep conviction, that

to go back now would only cause embarrassmant and everybody

is better served by remaining away until we can sec a little
further into the future and there is time for *ne effects of
wide-spread antic-foreign propaganda to ¢ase off & bit. There

is also, I think, a good vossibility of some cf us getting back
to Nanking at the opening of school in September,

The barbed wire entangelemts are beiangremoved hele
in Shanghai. Many of the American Marines, and 3ritich trecops
and the war vessels of various countries have gone north to
Chefoo and Tientsin. Word came in yesterday of the looting
of foreign residences in Nanhsuchow (SoutPrestyterian North)
and the same in Hwaianfu, North Kiangsu (Southern PresbyterianO).
2} il Dl
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One.wiShes the soldiers could find something else to wreak

their vengeance on besides mission property, such, for instance,
as mll%tarism;'opium,'etc, There has been a tremendous amount
of antlffqreign propeganda carried on in the past six months

and it seéms to me unreasonable to expect that some of it has
not_been very effective and that it will not be some time before
its influence has decreased sufficiently to make it wise for for-
eigners to return to the interior.

The most important recent political developments in
connection with the Nanking government have been an attempt
to bring the political propaganda buréau under control and
to regulate labor. These  items were very excellently reviewed
by Mr, George E. Sokolsky, editor of the Far Eastern Review
which appeared in a recent issue of a local paper, as follows:

"In'some_directions, however, steps are being taken to effect
changes. The Political Departments, which were attached to each
army corps to assist the Communists, are for all practical
purposes, abolisied. 'They have been placed under the control
of the army commander, which means that they will, in fact
cease to funcétion in accordance with the original design. The
Political Department had to be originally with propajganda
and eventually it became in many instances the agency of Comrade
Borodin and the Communist Party of China to undermine the generals”
and the NationalistmGovernment. It can never be forgotten that
it was the head of the Political Department of Cheng Chien's
army, Lin Tzep-hon, who organized and carried through the Nanking
outrage. Similarly, it was General Chiang Kai-shek's experience
that he was constantly being undermined by various Political
Departments at the head of which were usually Communists or
Left Wing Kuomingtang members, who were associated with the
Communists.

Change a Slow Process

"The propagandistic activities of the Political Departments were
of greatvalue in winning the war; not only were the soldiers
inspired to fight for principles, not only were they drilled

in slogans andtaught to spread these ideas among the laborers
and peasants, but the Political Department agents preceded the
army and preparéd thée populace to receive the Nationalist
army. This service would oréinarily be of tremendous value to
General Chiang Kai-shek at the present time, except for the
fact that most of the Political Departments have been working
for four years in one direction and it is riot easy to change
their course now. As regards Chinese affairs or internationl
relations they have been taking their orders from those who now
control Henkow and it is difficult for a man %to advocate one
wet of doctines for four years and then suddenly denouce those
doctrires. It is easier to subordinate and then to destroy the
Political Departments than to change their tone.
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"A still more significant change appears in the labour regula-
tions which Nanking has decided upon and which are a complete
reversal of the Hankow Communist policy. An arbitration board
is appointed which will seek to preventstrikes. The board of
arbitration in each instance will consist of a representative
if the Government who will meet with one representative of each
of the parties concerned, that is, of capital and labour. This
board of arbitration will not only have the power to settle
differences between capital and labour, but it will determine
the scope of labour organizations. Whenever difficulties

in a mill cannot be settled within 24 hours, the Government is
to be appealed to and a board of arbitration is to be appointed.

"Now comes the teeth: Whenever a board of arbitration has beén g
appointed by the Government, both sides are required to obey

its orders. Should either party in a labour difficulty be
dissatisfied with the decision of the Board of Arbitration, an
appeal may be made to the Government, whose decision must be final."

The papers have recently carried some interesting
jtems coricerning the activities of the Red Spears in Honan Province,
This uprising by the peasants appeals to me as beingespecially
significant and is pat to spread rapidly and widely throughout °
North China, if the incubus of prasitic militarism is not quickly
removed, or should there be famines resulting from military :
destruction or natural causes. Reports from the north indicate
a very dry spring with gerious effects on wheat production,
as well as making it difficult to plant the summer Crops. The
uprising of Red Spears is, of course, in reality a local agrarian
revolution and unlss the general condition of the country should
improve considerably fairly soon, China will have on her hands
a revolution that will be infinitely more gerious and significant
than the one that we see nowtaking place as represented by the
Nationalists.

There were two items in the last Executive Finance
Committee meeting which were overlooked in my last letter. One
was that the budget for 1927-28 carried no increases in salaries
whatsoever, to any of the teachers, administrators or assistants.
On the other hand, the price of living is rising very rapidly
in Nanking. Mr. C. T. Gee told me this morning that carpenters
are now getting 80¢ per day which is an increase ¢f 75 to 100
per cent. The second item was that the Alumni of the University
are planning to undertake to raise $10,00C forx 1927-28 toward
current expenses. This will be good news to you, Jam sure.

We have all enjoyed letters from President Bowen,
Dr. E. V., Jonew, Mr. Howard Porter from Iows State College
and Mr. W. C. Lowdermilk from the University of California,
both of whom are registe:ing for their doctors degree; from
Mr. Small, from Mr. ¥rank Price, who revorts the arrival of
Frank W., Jr., at Mckpo, Korea; from Miss Priest from the
New York Office, giving just a few of the details of the financial
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campaign; ‘from Mr. Albért N, Steward who reports that his whole
family is now living at Bedford, Mass; from Mr. Clemons fron
Colombo 6n his way round the wo rld; andfrom Mr. Bates, Mr. Buck,
Mr. W, P. Mills, and Mr. Dieterich in Japan and ¥ise Wixon in
Korea. Mr. Thomson has been here for about ten days.

: The University force in Shanghai has been increased
by the arrival of Norman Bates Owen at the CountryHospital on
June 9th, weighing 5% lbs. Both Mrs. Owen and the son are doing
splendidly. Miss Russ2ll leaves on the'Angers'! Jun2 18th and
Miss Gless is leaving on the s/s/ Taft, June 24th. It 18 need -
less to say that we hate to see these people leave.

‘ _ - I wish to close this letter with one further word re-
garding the ending of thé term's work at Nanking. Even as close
a8 Shanghai it has been very difficult for us %o realize the
difficulties and very real problems which the Administrative Com-
mittees and the faculties have kad to face. I+t may seem rather
unfortunate to some that thestudents went out for the last ten
days to two weeks of school for propaganda work. We have had a
dumber of similar experiences in the past. So far as I have been
able to learn the students have been fairly free from outside
calls, although, as wo7ld be expected, a number of them were vol-
untarily serving the government wherever possikle. There was one
tine within three wdeks when the administrative committeecs had to
make rapid adjustments to meet three groups within the nationalist
government, ranging from extremely communistic to the more modem
element represented by General Chiang Kai-shek. D2siruction to
property was going on and they were absoiutely powerless to stop it
just as we were on March 24th., One can imagine the mental attitude
of the students and the teachers during %the loang period of bombard-
the earlydays when

ment between Nanking and PuXow; also during
there was a strong C.P. influence among the snidiers and it was no
finally to disarm them.

samall task to bring these undar contrcl aad

Naturally all the things that were going on in the city had a
very direct influence on the work of the University. That our
faculty andstudent body have carried on through this period as
they have is the one big fact thet should ¢tani out above all
others. They, as ™3ll as we, would heve been glad to have had
mamy things different. ~e® us always keep clenrly in mind that
the people back in Narking have done a tremendously fire piece

of work for the University.

There are anxicus days ahead, a8 We zhall most cer-
tainly have to face reorganization, vegistraiion, new adjustments
in aduﬁnistrativs&elationships, etc. etc., but we eare extremely
fortunate in having the loyal group of Chinese agsociates that
we have in Nanking to guide the University during its period of

transition.

With kind regaris and best wishes and hoping that we
may hear from all of you, I am

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner.




Mr, Li Siao-yuen'sreport on collecting of books from
the homes of the foreign faculty is appended as follows:

, _ "On accountof the Nanking affair, on March 24, 1927, he
sqgges;ed the next day to Doctor Bowen, and Mr. Clemons, the
col}ecting_of the books from all the looted faculty houses. Witth
their consent and approval and also the consent from other faculty
members, and with the help of some Kuomingtang students ané. |
several soldier guards, the removal of books was continued for
one whole dav. He toox great pleasure to report here the help
of the most enthusizetic, and painstaking end faithiul fe Nlow-
students, who had voluniarily enlisted themselves to tnis event.
They were Messrs. Chang I-nien, Cheo Ching-tien, Hong Chen-tao,
Hsu Kwoh-liang, I Chuin-kan, Li Chiah-hsuen, Lieh Ru-chien,

Moh Kan-lin, Pen Sheo-pang, Tao Yu-tien, Tsu Shao-chieh, Esu

Shao -wu,Wang Chao-yung, Wang Li-o, Wang Pei-ren, Yieh Chia-ho,
and Yu Ren-shen.

"It was a regret that there were still some students
who had helped but whose names are still remaining unknown.

"Books were first moved from Messrs. Bowen, Thomson,
Reisner, Buck, Sarvis, Hamilton, Illick, Wixon, and Mrs. Clemons
by rickshas, carriages and cooolies. A large part of the faculty
ovned books was taken on this day. ’ ;

: "On the afternoon of the 26th day, additional help
was secured from the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
Messrs. Chow Ming-i, Xu Ying, Ren Chen-tung, and others joined
our library staff to clean up the houses of Hamilton, Sarvis
and Mills, Williams and Gibbs, Lowdermilk, Holroyd, Porter,

J. B. Griffing. ‘Ur. Li and the secretary went to the houses
of Miss Williams, Robeon, Brede, Malon and Brown. Owing to
the lateness of the cay, we were notable to collect all the
books from the house of the last two mentioned. We got what
we could and what were left on the floor. Ve thought that at
Teast one third of thie books were lost before moving. The Keen
Memorial Collection in the Language School buildings had been
whoitly lost. With about 20 books left in the main library
and about 20 books hbéught from the bookshorps andabout 30
vooks recovered fromtne books collected Irom faculty houses,
there are now left oply about 70 of the 650 books belonging
to that collection.

"During this enterprise, the total exrenditure,
including payment of coolies, richshas, and other things and
the purchasing of bocks on mrket either belonging to the
library or to the imdividual facultymembers, wes about $30.

"We have rjow sorted the books collected by individual
owners and also intd 'books without names', and 'books with
unknown names.' Ow&ng to the lacking of space and personuel,
we hope to eonclude the work for the timebeing just by tais
present arrangement cf ind ividuals owners. But there wece
few faculty members requesting us to make the lists for their
books. The library 1is very mucy obliged to all those who
helped in the collegting of books."




Universlity of Nanking
June 15, 1927

Dean John H.Relsner,
Room 5§26, 20 luseum Road,

Shanghal, Chloa.
Dear John:

‘1 feel privileged, among my last official asts as Seeretary of
the Trustees of the University of Nanking, to conwey to you the follow-
ing actions of the Board of Trustecs taken at their meeting June Sth:

"That the Trustees confirm the astion of the Beard of Managers
(14-280) in appointing Dean Reismer Adviser to the administratiom
of the University.

"That the Trustees express to Deam and to Mrs.Reisner their hearty
epprecistion of thelr readiness to remaln in Shanghal to ecare
for the interests of the University and assure them of their
sooperat on in fasing the diffioult problems whieh arise.

"Phat the establishment of a temporary of'fice in Shanghal as head-
quarters for University staff remaiming there as approved by the
Exeoutive Fimance Comulttes of the Board of Managers (LEF-288) bs
endorsed with the understanding that the finanocial eonditionm of
the Unlversity mesessarily restricts the exponditure on this
offise to the minimunm roguired."”

Let me add that the expressiomn of avpreciation of the readiness of
yourself and lirs.ielsmer to remain in Shanghai was hearty and you ean feel
sure that the Trustees are looking to you with muoh fine expectation amd
with wery gemuine sympathy fay tae problems that appoar.

day I add my own feeling by saying thai there have bsoen many ocea-
sions when I have wished that you wers both hers aad on the field at the
same time for I have felt that there have been wmany things that would have
gone forward with more suecess for the University with you to push and
stoer.

Faithfully yours,

Seorstary
University of Nankimg
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University of Nankimg
June 25, 1927

Mr. John H. Reismer,
University of Nanking,
20 Museum Road,

Shanghai, China.
My dear Mr. Reisner,

Enclosed are three copioi of the Minutes of the meeting of the
Nanking Trustees on June 9th. I will take up below such of the actions
as require additional comment.

Provigions for Foreign Staff. (a) lembers now in America. e
are taking up from this office the matter of profiding for the staff mem-

bers supported directly by the University who are now in the U.5. and
the British EZmpire, proceeding accordimg to the 4instructions contained
in T - 310, T - 311, and T - 314. .

(b) Members still in the Oriemt We have of course not been
able to take guy action im this office as regards umiversity-supported
staff members still in the Orimmt. The nsmes of such members are, I
believe, as follows:- Mr. and lMrs. Owen, Miss Gless, Miss Mills, Miss
Russell, and Miss Purcell. Ve are looking to you om the field to take
such actions as are provided for in T - 312 and T - 314 and which are
appropriste inm each case, for such of these members as are still in the
Orient after this information has reached you. Those who may have sailed
for the United States before adjustments have been effected om the field
can be dealt with from this office.

Finaneisl Records Needed. Thus far we have not received any
financial reports from the field showing exactly whet salary, emergency
relief, and other payments have been made im the case of each of the
university-supported staff members with whom we are trying to make proper
edjustments. Ve are of course goimg shead as best we cam on knowledge
available in this office or seéured from the staff members themselves, but
this procedure is both unsstisfactory aad imaccurate. We will welcome re-
celving complete figures on these matters at as early a date as poseible.

: recietion. I sm enclosing for each of the three
young ladies mentioned in T - 313 a notification of this action. Will you
kindly give these to the young ladies if they are still in hailing distance!?




Mr. Reimmor -2 : Juwe 25th, 1927

We have received the iinutes of the meeting of the Executive
Finsnce Committee of the Board of lsmagers om iay 20th-25th, together with
the budget for 1927-28th. Ve are calling a meeting of the Budget and
Executive Committees of the Board of Trustees on Jume 29th, to take wp the
and such other items as may need to be considered. Ve will inform
you of the actions taken as soon after the meeting as possible.

Our New York office has very mush apprecisted the numerous let-
ters and reports with which you have kept us so well informed of the progress
of the University's affairs.

Miss Priest has kept you well posted om what has been goimg oa
_ here, 80 I do not meed to reiterate such items of informatioa here. S5She has
been doing e splendid piece of service during these last few mouths, both in
maintoining the contact between the field and the home base, amd in giving
all of her time amd abilities to helping im solving the problemes that have
been buszsing about us. She will be keenly missed when she leaves this office
~to retura tc the field.

Conditions in China still presemt a puziling mass of difficulties
and problems, but 1f one cen judge from all the imformatiom reaching us during
the last few weeks, the skies are beginning to clear somewhat. I have been
struggling herd to keep an optimistic viewpoints as regards thimgs Chinese,
and think I heve succeeded fairly well.

Moy I add & word of gratitude over the fact that you are carrying
on with the affairs of the University of Namking ia such excellest siyle dur-
ing these difficult days. Though I did not meet you duriag the years I was
in and about Tsinan, I have lomg fadt that I ai least had a sort of radio
acquaintanceship. While I em for the time beimg tryimg to help out with
the work of the Ceamtral Office it is of immense value to kmow that you on
the field are going shead with a spirit of determination and optimism.

Very sincerely yours,

BAG/G

Aeting Secretary
University of Nanking
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Dr. Robert E. Speer, President of the Board of Trustees,
Dr. A. J. Bowen, President of the University
Mr. A. B. Garside, Secretary, University of Nanking.

Dear Ffriends:

There have been a number of meetings einoce my last

. letter of July 1, and there are certain other developments 1
would like to report on briefly in this letter. There was a
meeting of the Board of Managers on July 13, and the whole day
was taken up with the report of the Committee on Reorganisation
and Registration. I have asked Mr. E. H. Cressy, vice chairman
of the Board of Managers, to cover this meeting fully in a
letter to the Board of Trustees. 1 shall only comment on ocer-
tain aspects of the meeting. There were also several meetings
of the Committee on Reorganisation and a meeting of the Exec-
utive-Finance Committee was held July 13, the day after the
full meeting of the Board of Managers.

3 - ' B c

The budgets for the year 1927-1938 have been balanced.
On July 3 we received the Trustees' cable, as follows: "Trus-
tees accept the responsibility emergency deficit. Will send
field same amount as before. Board of Managers must balance
budget entirely; staff should be included. The revised, bal-
anced budget wiil be sent to you jyst as early as we can get
it into shape. We were indeed glad to have the ocable from the
Trustees, because when we had previously considered the budget
we were rather uncertain as to just what would be forthcoming
from the Board of Trustees. We feel that the Trustees have
been very, very generous indeed, and I can assure you that
every care will be taken at this end to keep the expense down
to the lowest possible level.

3. M P 's R

It was a great relief to have Miss Priest's letter
stating definitely that she would arrive in Shanghai not later
than September 1. Mr. Owen is planning to leave a certain sum
of money on which I can call, and is arranging for July and
August salaries to be pald through Mr. Sie in Nanking, and for
expenses that will be necessary during the summer for the work
of the College of Agriculture and Forestry, so that, so far as
finances are concerned, the situation ie very good indeed. 1
want to add a word of very de¢ép personal appreciation of the
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Board of Trustees making it possible for Miss Priest to come and
her willi ess t0 oome. The situation in general is sufficiently
uncertain in itself, but with Miss Priest here there ought to be
no uncertainty at any time with reference to our financial condi-
tion. It is going to be very much easier to administer the
University with full knowledge of our financial condition than
were we to e always in the dark as to where we stood.

3. Summer School.

Sumner School opened July 4 and the enrolment is now
reported between 370 and 30C. I shall quote later from a letter
from Dr. Liu Kwoh-chuin, one of the librariane and secretary of
the College Administrative Coumittee, in which he indicates that
the Zumuer School has considerably more than an educational vzlue
this summer.

4.

A firet draft of the minutes of the Executive-Finance
Committee mecting are encloeed. The explanations aocompanying
each of the actions will make fairly clear, I think, the problems
which we were up against. 1 was particularly glad to gct through
the action regarding the protest over the occupation of the Hos-
pital by the Nationalist government. I tried this at the first
meeting and the second meeting, but it was only with the help of
Nr. T. 3. Wen, a very good friend of the University, formerly one
of our leading Presbyterian laymen in Nanking, now living in
Shanghai, who was Commissioner of Foreign Affairs in Nanking under
General Chi and a wan of very excel.ent judgment, that the action
taken was finally passed unanimously. You have had accounts of
all the previous discussions in regard to this matter. I am pre-
paring a letter ncw to submit to Mr. Davis, who will have Consul-
General Cunningham transmit i t to the Coumissioner of Foreign
Affaire in Shanghal for transmiseion to kr. C. C. Wang, Kinister
of Foreign Affairs at Nenking.

5. n M e 3 .

#“hether we shall be able to open the Middle School at
all isivery much more serious question than being able to balance
the Middle School budget. 1 have suggested to C. F. Liu that we
might be able to find a couple of thousand of dollars, but that
$10,000 or any amount like that is simply out of the questioa. I
have urged him to go ahead and open up the sohool, even though
the boys have to sleep on the floor; or, if they do not like this,
let the boys buy their own beds. I feel that such an experience
would be an excellent education in itself. ur. Liu, possibly
rightly so, feels that the middle school students have already
lost very heavily and have taken the losses in a very excellent
spirit and ke does not feel the school as a school ought to ask
them to eat so very much more bitterness. I am hoping that the
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Middle School can open but I am not so sure that it can. 3Some de-
cision will have to be arrived at before August 1 so that due no-
tice may be givon to the teachers. If it does not open it will De
a serious soldier problem. On the other hand, if it does open, 1
am not at all sure that this problem will be eliminated, though
the chances are falr that it would be.

\ 6. Reorganigation.

The meeting of the Board of Managers itself was a very
good one. The Chinese members were thoroughly interested. The
alumni were well represented and so were the missions. Some of
the missions were represented by alumni. There was never o time
when there wae ever any indication that the University had any
chances of getiing into the hands of a purely educational group
and out of the hands of the missions. Previous to the meeting a
number of Chinese pastors connected with the cooperating missions
got together and tried to diesipate as far as possible some of the
dangers and difficulties of reorgenization. The thing they feared
most was the University's falling into a small group of the alumni
who would not be in the closedt sympathy with its miseionary rela-
tionehips and Christisn aims. There w:c no time at all, however,
in the meeting when the discussion or necessary action was not
completely in the hands of those who wish to see the University go
forward as » mission institution and in close cooperation with
the Chinese Christian church. To me this was one of the most satie~
fying parts of the whole mesting. I am sure if President Bowen had

gean here ha would have besn delightsd with thise aspect of the mat-
er.

The reorganization may appear to be rather radical. That
was my reaction when the matter was first discussed and the broader
outlines proposed. However, as I have been studying into the
matter it seeme to me that the new arrangements proposed merely
put down in black and white what actually has been taking place
with reference to the administration of the University for some
years past. ¥hile it is true that more power and control sre bel
ing asked for for the Board of kanagere, the Board of Managers is
also assuming more responsibility, particularly in the matter of
finances. There wag a very fine spirit, so far as I can gather,
in the gzeneral alumni body, and the question of increased financial
responsibility, partiocularly responsibility for annual operating
deficits, was brought out squarely and voted. The trusteeship of
property, it seems to me, is just as good as it ever was, and per-
haps better under these changing conditions. The method of eleo-
ting Managers gives the Chinese = more direct voice in the Uni-
‘versity, and so far as I can see there wil. never be more than
perfunctory interest on the part of the Chinesge in their respon-
gibility on bshalf of the University without a corresponding in-

crease in power to determine polioy and to direct the internal
affairs of the University.
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The matter of registration was also given considerable
time. I think the majori%y of the foreigners in the meeting were
in favour of registration, and the Chinese were unanimously in
favour of it. Personally, I am in favour of its being carried out,
for we have already voluntarily met the regulations as promulgated
and, in fact, most of the regulations had been met even before they
were promulgated. If we err, I think we probably snould erxr on the
side of trying to indicate to our Chinese colleagues as well as to
the Chinese government our desire to cooperate with them just as
far as we legitimately can. You will notice that in the stated
purposes of the University we are going on the sssumption of full
religious liberty, and I am quite sure that the EKuomintang wil. not
be able to object tothis, as a wvery clear statement nad been uade
by Sun Yat-sen on the subject, giving full religious liberty to
everybody. I do not believe resgistration will in any way ddversely
influence the Christian character of the institution. A Curistian
institution, like Christian life, is full of difficultkes and one
must keep cternally at it. Vith registration I aw incliuned to
think that the Chinese Christians will cooperate uwcre actively and
more joyfully in making the University count as a Christian in-
stitution than they other would. As a wmatter of fact, I suspect
that some of them feel that if the University as a curistian in
stitution is unwilling to register with the government they would
prefer to leave, not because they are not ioyal to the University
or to its Christian purposes, but because of the position that it
should not register is untenable.

‘. Personal.

Mr. Cwen leaves next ¥riday and we shall indeed be sorry
to seec him go. I am glad to report that he is feeling considerably
better. !rs. Owen is in very fine shape and the children are all
well, 80 we are hoping that they will be able to got off on the
President Lincoln without further uishap. Miss Purcell is going
to take & little vacation from July 25. I had hopes of getting more
or lese away from things during August bnd that %r. Buck wight re-
turn to take general charge, but I am nut altogekher sure now that
this will be possible. At any rate we will get along all right and
I do not particularly necd a vacation anghow.

8. Return to Nanking.

Nanking missionaries had a meeting with Mr. John K. Davis,
American Consul, yesterday morning. ¥r. Davis does not object se=-
riouely to people golng back for a day if they have to go back, but
ne feels that it is better for us not to go back in large numbers
or in a body for some time to come. Cne thing ie quite certain,
that there will be no large numbere of missionariss returning to
Nanking this fall, oOutside of tne group of Thomson, Bates, Buck,
and myself, the ondy ones who will be available to go back and do
a 1ittle teaching in the University, and five or 8ix for Ginling,
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The others willi not give the impression that Nanking is crowded
with missionaries.

9. Renting of Bulldings.

As you will note by the actions of the f£xzecutive~iinance
Committee, it was decided to rent the Laaguage 3chool buildings to
certain individuals oonnected with the government. +The buildings ass
now occupied by the Whampoa Academy alumni and it is the feeling of
the people in NHanking that it is absolutely impossible to get them
out, so that we can use the buildings for students. Furthermore,
even though we should be able to get them out, we naven't any money
to make the necessary repairs so that the place wil. be livable for
students. It sesss best, tiherefore, to rent tue pbuildings to in-
dividuals and prévide for a rental document that would recognize
the ownership of the property on the part of the Chinese and pro-
vide for imuediste and necessary repaire and give us a very much
easier group to work with iZ in another year we want to get these
buildings back for Universicy use.

ir. Chang Ken-niem, a graduate of our business course of
several years ago, cawe Lo 3hanghal to see we last week about rent-
ing these buildings. Chang himself is a very, very fine young
fellow and he has been set aside by kr. C. C. #ang, the kinister
of Foreign Affairs, and General Chiang Kai-shek, with both of whose
offices he is oconnected, to get rid of the soldiers that are in
the University buildings and to keep %hem out. #hen one lot is

gotten out, another lot comes. However, Chang is evidently keeping
at it and frow wy conversation with hiw I know he has got lots of
pluck and will do his best to keep the University as free froam
soldiers as Le poscibly can. Furtanermore, he is a iriend of zev-
eral of the wost loyal and devoted of our teacners, who, I kuow,
will in their turn keep at uia to get rid of the soldiers as rapid-
ly as they come.

10. Proble 8 iers.

Ihis problem in its relation to general university adwin-
istration is very clearly stated by D¥. K. C. Liu and I can do no
better than quote from his letter of July 13, as follows:

"The value of having a summer school comes ocut clearly in
the last few days. As I have wentioned in my last ietter, there
are soldiers coming back from the front and wanting to use our cam-
pus buildings. They began t0 drift in Saturday and becams an in-
creasing menace on Sunday. ur. Gee and ur. Li Teh-i bowed them
away not without difficulties. And finally a coapany is quartered
at the new dormitory building, not yet completed. Cn londay, offi-
cers came in frequently. Theywanted to put up around two thousand
soldiers in the Chapel, the gym, and Bailie Hall. As a—comzittee
both Deans Kuo and Chen are not here, I took the liberty to or se
a committee of protection, with iessrs. Gee, Li Han-seng, and Cheo
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at the head, to stay in the three main buildings so that no matter
when the aoidiers came we shall have some one in the buildings to
negotiate with them. Meanwhile iir. Li Teb-1 and Cheo ling-i went
with the officers to see their commander, explaining to them that

we are using these buildings. Fianslly about nine o clock in the
evening they came back with the uessage that the commander oonsen-
ted to withiraw hisz command but requested us to let them nave their
hospital offices nere. This we thought we may do, as it is the only
way to prevent the soldlers, at that time, from coming. The next
day Mr. Chang Ken-nien, commissioned by Ceneral Chiang to look af-
ter misgionary properties, came. Cheo, Li and he went, togetiier
with two rerresentatives frow the student body to call on the office
of CGenersl OJhiang. !¢ was not in tue office, but ¥ir. Chang was
authorized by the lisutenant to carry oub the orevious iunstruclions.
80 he got six soldier policewen for us. {ney are now staying in
the "nivsreity as guards. O2till in the afterncon tne wedical offi~-
cers canmz and wanted to use the gyw 28 a nospital for gounded s0l-
diers. The soldier-police cannot stop thew, as They claimed that

we have consented the day before, whije we only agreed to let them
establinh thelr office here. After the officer has gone, Xr. lhang
came. Ue ziayed with us uniil the evening. ihe medical men did not
come. !'r. Chang sald that if they Jdo come ¥e nmay report to Lim
imwediately and e will coue 0 briug the ofiicers to Ueneral Chang.
And the Chief of the Soldier-Fclice also promised that he will get
the soldiers away if they do come. But the soldiere Lave not come
when this letter is written. ‘¢ do not know whether some wore will
coge in. Certainly we have enough difficultiee already. iany of
us etay here until the evening while tie days are awfully hot. Our
plez - almest the only plea - is this, that we have a suumer school
and students 2re staying Lere.

"8 the situation is now, we have six soldier pollcemen
in our camrue. And also s coupany of soldiers in the not~yet-con-
pleted dormitory. Now we i.ave 1o gsupply fcod to the .olicemen about
one dollar and a half a day. How shall we defray this expsnse?
And we do not know how long we shail keep them. We also wonder what
we can do when the summey school ends.

"Plesse pase the avove informztiion on to those who are in~-
terested. And we are grateful to all the faculty members and stu-
dents who are tyying to eav: iue buildings at these hot daye.

“p, §, Nesrly all residences and ths Middle 3cnool come
pound are ocoupled by soldlers."

11. Outlook for the Fall.

¢he outlook in terms cf students for the fall term, it
geeme to ne, is very jood. Registration will probably have aowme-
thing to do with it. BRBut regicztered or non-registered, iaere will
be large numbers of studente 1n Nanking. fuis fact, while making
it easier to fill out the quota of students needed for financial




July 15, 1937.

reasons also inoreases the problems of administration, which un-
doubtedly will arise. Dean Kuo and Dean Chen do not %oel that we
ghall be interfered with in the administration of the University
by party educators. Of course we shal! have to offer a course in
3un Yat-sen's prinoiples and Dean Chen is looking for a good man
to provide this course, but this will not be taken out of our own
hands. I wrote you in a previous letter, I think, that a solution
of the problem of party education has been suppested by one of the
Central Rducational Committee, by the government having théir

own party schools and not insisting on party #ducation in every
school. In fact, a large group of schools in C,unton are not going
to onen their doors if they have to give party education tois
coming fali. There is a strong feeling that the regulutions for
Kiangsu will not be any more strict than the Central wo wrnment
regalations. #e have just potten word that the Chekiang regula-
tionas theat have besn causing 80 wuch concern are to be withdrawn
and the Uentral Government repulations substituted. ihis report
is authoritative. A large number of new students, of course, will
create a 1ot of problems, but we have a zood nucleus to begin with
and we feel sure that we can look forward wils the saume degree

of loyalty and cooperation on the part of all the teachers in
meeting whatever problems arise. Tne foreign teachers will be
distinctly in the minority, as indicated above, by the few of us
who will return if we are aole.

13. Political sSituation.

In ®ast China the political situation, I think, is wuore
satisfactory. The more coneervative elements are slowly gaining
more control. There has been little unilitary activity during ihe
nast few weeks in the Nomth. Large numbers of soldiers, estimated
to be as many as 40,000, have been withdrawn from the Nortn and are
gaid to be moving west toward Wanchang ami Hankow. Tinig, by the
way, 1o one of the reasons for our soldier difficulties at the Uni-
versity. These thousands and tnousands oi soidiers are brought
back into Nanking and these is no nlace for them to po. The rela-
tion between Feng Yu-hsiang and unhiang Kai-snek is not at all clear
and 1 must confess that for the first time I awm beginning to weaken
in ny s of Feng and to question seriously uis sincerity in
trying %o do anything for the cause that will nol contribute direo-
tly to his own strength. I saw «r. Roger ureene yesterday on his
return frou iankow, wuo said that everytulug was very , very quiet
in dankow and that taere was no anti-foreign feeling whaisoever.
Chiang Kai-shek, to my mind, continues to be the only hope in the
present situation. The nReds do not sesm to be very active at the
nregent time, but it may be only a lull before tLhe siorm. [hey
are bound to wake more trouble unless the dussians are driven out
and drastic punsshment is meted out to literally tuousands of ied
Obinese. i'rom what I nave written above you may wonder wiat wakes
me more hopeful, but on tho whole I fsel very sirongly that tnere 1is
a mery strong trend toward better things.

%ith kind regards and best wishes, I aum,

Yours very sincersly,

O H s oon.
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Mr. . A. Garside, : AT AT
150 Fifth Avenue, ‘

\ 7

New York City, U. S. A. bligeduiod Bald

My dear Mr. Garside:

It is a very great pleasure to acknowledge your first
letter under date of June 5. It is splendid to know that you
are going to be in the New York Oftice, and I am quite sure
that our relationships will be mutually helptul and happy. It
is of particular significance at this time that you have had a
packground of experience in China and will therefore be able
to understand and appreciate our problems more clearly. I am
glad to write as follows with reference to iune quesiions raised
in your letter:

Provigions for Foreign Staff. Mr. Owen has already
- gone as far as he cam in this mattver, and when Miss Priest re-
turns the rirst ot Septempber full adjustments will be completed.
We were very glad to know just what action the Board of Trus-
tees had taken with reference to emergency provision for its
toreign teachers.

Financial Records Needed. Mr. Owen has already sent
the back Teports and we will have ready for you the annual
audited account very shortly after Miss Priest returns. Mr.
Owen has been able to get the books completed as far as possi-
ble until we have the June 1947 statements to complete the
year's records. Outside of emergency expenses of the foreign
staff I see no reason why there should be a deficit on 1946-
1947 pbudget.

Minute of Appreciation. Miss Russell and Miss Gless
had already left Shanghai and -0 your letters to them were for-
warded. I handed *193 Purcell's letter to her personally.

We are sorry that Mr. Owen is leaving but are de-
lighted to know that Miss Priest will pe arriving shortly to
take over the work of the Treasurer. It is very essential
that we know at all times where we stand tfinancially. We have
been able to balance our budget nicely for the year 19487-1948.
No one knows exactly what the year holds in store for us, but
I feel strongly that we must carry on just as long as we pos-
sibly can.
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I am not writing to Doctor Speer and Doctor Bowen this
week regarding general matters. Very little has happened since
my last letter. The political situation is changing obut it is
not at all clear just what is happening. Almost anything can
nappen with the present line-up. One thing is certain and that
is that the very pest that China can expect in the way of gov-
ernment for a good many years to come is an enlightened mil-
itarism. Every year there are more soldiers in China. There
were never so many armies as at present; they were never 8o well
armed or trained; tnere were never so many officers, etc., etoc.
In other words, military interests are more entrenched in Ohina
today than they have been for a long time, and this military
group will not graciously and without a great deal of persuasion
give up present lucrative sources of income. The proolem of
bread and butter is of infinitely more #mport just now in Cpina
than the development of nationalism.

By the way, I am terrioly disgusted with what I read
of the statements of such men as Warnshuis, Paul Hutchinson,
Ed Hume, Jim Yard, Edmunds, and others like them,on the foreign
side, and the large group of very excellent and clever Chinese
propagandists wno are now representing the National interests
in America. There is entirely too much of pure and unadul-
terated intellectual dishonesty in the statements of many of
these to make one have any confidence in them whatever.

The printed annual Report of the President and the
Treasurer for the Year 1945-1946 is just recently oft the prees
and we have ordered a hundred copies to pe sent direct to your

fice for distri mation among the Trustees and friends of the
niversity in the States. Forty copies have peen forwarded
direct to Doctor Bowen. We are mailing copies to members of
the faculty so you will not need to provide for them. 8ince
this report is so late appearing (due to a strike at the press
which delayed publication for several months) Dootor Bowen
might want to add a supplementary report for the year 1986-1947,
so perhaps before you send out these reports it might be well
to ask Doctor Bowen whether he would want to add a few lines to
bring the information up to date.

With kind regards and best wishes, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner.
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MI‘. B- A. Garside’ A i
150 Fitth Avenue,
New York City, U. S. A.

Dear Mr. Garside:

We have just had a letter dnder date of June 30
from Miss Priest, regarding the 19z87-1948 pudget for the
University of Nanking. 8She has sent us some of the statements
which she has prepared on the basis of the budget we sent out
and on the pasis of the action of the Board of Trustees re-
garding foreign staft. This is just a short note to say that
we have done considerable cutting and now have a margin on
the credit side of about $6,000, which we may be aple to in-
crease later on. Please be assured that we shall do every-
thing we possibly can to reduce the budget to a minimum,
keeping it within assured income so as to prevent a deficit
at the end of the year.

We appreciate very much the symp&tnetic attitude
which has been expressed in the action of the Trustees. Ihis,
of course, is an emergency year. Tnhe people here will do all
they possibly can to keep the Unkversity going. The absence
bf the foreigners will naturally increase the number of Chi-
nese teachers that must be provided if classes are to be pro-
vided for a normal enrolment of studente, from which, of
course, such a large percent of our income is derived. We
can only go on in faith and act as wisely as we possibly can.

With kind regards and best wishes, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

1
Jghn H. Reisner.
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Mr. B. A. Garside,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City, U. S. A.

Dear Mr. Garside:

We received this morning a cablegram which decoded
read as follows: REISNER, MISSIONS, SHANGHAI. UNDER THE CIR-
CUMSTANCVES CHINA SITUATION SHALL MISS PRIEST FOLLOW ORIGINAL
PLANS WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS: FROM SEATTLE 16th AUGUST OF THIS
YEAR. WILL IT BE BETTER TO SEND HER FIELD TREASURER'S RECORDS,
BOOKS. PLEASR REPLY IMMEDIATELY/ We replied immediately to
the above cablegram as follows: NANFUSHAN, NEWYORK. JEVIVIMSOV
STYXZWROUP, which decoded reads as follows: IMPERATIVE FOLLOW
ORIGINAL PLANS. THE SUGGESTION IS NOT PRACTICABLE OR ADVISABLE.

liiss Priest is sorely needed. The colleges are still
intact; we are hoping that the colleges and Middle School will
open in September, and even though we should be compelled to
close for any reason whatever, please rememper that the treas-
urer will probably be one of the very last persons who would
be able to leave Shanghai. There seems to be a feeling in
some quarters (and this is no criticism of you) that the foreign
faculty being away there is now nothing to do. It is a gross
error. Those of us who have remained in Shanghai have been
working overtime and I see no let-up whatever in the work.
There will be a lot of back treasurer's work for Miss Priest
when she arrives. Books for 1946-7 will have to be closed and
the audit finished; there will pe some work still to be done on
the final form of the budget; school will pe opening in Sep-
tember and everybody will be rushed. Disturbed conditions will
probably result in more work rather than less.

With kind regards and best wishes and trusting that
Miss Priest will shortly be on her way, and assuring you that
she will have a very hearty welcome, I am,

Yours very sincerely,
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Yy ~Jobn B, Reisner,
30 Fuseum Road,
Shanghai, China.

My dear Yr, Reisner,

Durix? the last few weeks we have received e large
quantity of material relating to the Namking situation, and a
mamber of letters, the latest of which was the one dated July
1st. %e note that the question of government registration has
come very much to the fore, snd that one committee even had
requested the Board of Managers to cable the Trustees for
carte blanche to proceed. Since w¢ have not recelved such a
oable, evidently the Managers are going shead more cantiously,
0f course we recognize the gravity of the issues lhvolved amd
the necessity for action. n the other hend the Trustees are
1ikely to hesitate at any hasty or immature measures, varticul-
arly in the face of confused and rapidly changing conditlons
where an action that maz today secure a temporary relief will
tomorrow csuge endless trouble. Within the last few months
somewhat the same question has come up in the case of Shantung
and Fukien, and in each case after thorough discussion and con-
sidersble difference of opinion the ¥ ers were given discret-
ionary power $0 proceed, with provisos ¢ the Christian char-
acter of the institution and the security of groperty titles
should be safeguarded, P as you know, has already reg-
istered, and I belisve West {na has completed some under sort
of arrsngement with the Szeclmen govermment though we haven't
learned the exact detalls. :

Yesterday we sent you the cable of which I enclose
a confirmation copy. I felt very reluctant o send it, for 1% /
looked like a weakening on our gu't The request to send the

cable came from Dr, Bowen, who has been more and more
perturbed and discouraged over the news which has been oouni

from China both by letter and through the news dispatches., His
fear 1s that there is mxcﬂly no hm of the University of
being able %o ion during next year, and that
therefore it would be woxrse than useless for Miss Priest to go

out, =He sted it might be posaidble to ship the Field Treas-

urer's reco $0 the United States and have them written up '
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here for the time being. Since I am st$ill y and have a -
aatural bent towaxd ingorrigible optimi I am still far from
deing ready to ery quits on the Ohinma p u,nnﬂouihl
tugi I reciate at least some extent the gravigy of the
problems to be fased and the possibility that may be many
mosths or even years of trylng and dangerous times before there
48 much improvement. Yet even so, I want to see the work of
Ghristian education oarrying 0%{1 or ceaselessly trying to carry
on, no matter what happens. e few years 1 spent in China
oconyinced me that the Chinese admire above everything else the

ople who simply refuse to be licked, no matter what the odds,

all our institutioms cam manage %o keep up the struggle, even
though &% may be at a grave loss of efficienoy and at the cost.
of greast sacrifices for a time, it will be the greatest triumph
in the eyes of all Chins that the Ohristian enterprise has ever
attalned, But if we admit defeat, we will lose much of what
has been won in the last twenty-five gws; and may have to re-
puild under the gerious handicap of that greatest of all celame
ities in the Orient, utter loss of face.

1 was therefore much gratified to recelve this -
morning your renlyl-

TUPERATIVE FOLLOY ORIGTNAL PLAN, THX SUCGESTION 1T NOT
PRACTICABLE OR ADVISABLE,

Your measace 18 not only a model of clesarness and brevity, but
sesms to have made a record on »oint of speed, The rerly was
in the Kew Yorkr office less then twelve hours after we sent
our inquiry. '

I wired the information to ¥iss Priest, who is
in Neleon, ¥. H., completing her nrenmarations for departure.
She lias never shown weakening of coursge, and has maintain-
ed & srlendid spirit all the way through. She has had to stick
by her intentions in spite of the sdvice of most of her friends,
some of them her collesgues on the Nanking staff.

: Undex separate cover I am sending a copy of the
July "News for Nurserymen". Your Nanking ad is on pa.%e 8 Xn
4his the spelling of your honorable city and university which
you desire to use? We have had nothing to do with supplying
the of the ad or Kprcving the proof, but I wondered 2 bit
about the spedling of the nawe., It may be that you are not oon~
timing the ad anyway, eo the question has mo further importance.

We trust that this will find eooling down
a bit, both paychologieally and meteorologically.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary

/ -
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Department of Nxtension
August 2nd, 1927,

Ky Dear Mr, Relsner,

Alright we have got Mr, ILi si chi on thc job for extension
yesterday, Mr, Kou says that he is not sure about how much to pay
Mr, Li yet not untill he finds out the rearrangements of the budget,
I am glad that I have sent you the pictures for printing because
I uave not thought about making a plate of the pictures. It is very
useful to have a permanent supply of thése picturcs and 1 am very
kappy because you have done this for us, The artist is at hand to
make any changez you think henought to make, please send back your
suggestions for changing,

Tact week Friday and Saturday, Messers Tang, Li and I went
to ¥ecin Chia-wei to meet the farmers unions, I am not very cheerful
after having been thrbugh with their meetings, The first day we
weee Where, we found that they were simply talk scholars talks and
shhool meetings to entertain those busy farmers. I fely that they
had kept those farmers on seats by talking and talking for three
hours cnd even longer, so many of them were to tired of those talks.
fhey simply say “"we want toget togehs® in one unit for avoiding
the bad forces us bad gentries and had officicls and bad generals
and every bad fellow," Kepp on talking over and over zgain about
all these words. But there were not one word that wancan improve
the rural conditions , education, economieal, social, andjhealth,

The estimation I made for that day, s zy there w.re about
100 farmers anG each w asted cbout half day for the union and the
time may cost e.ch man 20 or 30 ¢ ents and the value of the work
done mist be costing double or more than double, I thought thsat the
can get another meeting of them called,

Mr, Tang and I helped them arrange meetings and 1 have
given a talk for 15 minutcs on the wheat we huve introduced the
vear vefore and the good results they recieved from their try.

And I §»iee¢ persuaded them to use all thc seeds the harvested for
seeds and for other people in their neighborhood., Also I showed
them the smut hox and copper carbonate dust and barley smuts and
the way to mix seeds, At the end of that day after all the things
were finished they say awe movies I asked them who have planted
our vheat to meet in the primary school, We had a dozen people
ceme vhich we about helf of the total who tried our seeds they
say the average of our wheat were 50 to BO grains per heed, and
38 to 45 grains per head (their own variety). They say they

the whcat in many ways; 1. The germination power is stronger,

& uniform growth, 111, Heavier yeild and 1V, better {lour but one
thing that they did not like s0 well == later to mature-~ But this
later matur ing is no harm to them, They saved every seed for seeds
for themselves and for their neighbors, they do not sekl but
exchange., They will let Mr, Nein have all th: names and measures
of the amount of wheat they have given to the other peiople, ¥hat
we will get later on Mr, Sheo promised to get his farmers reports
filled and send them in., The wheat we disfibuted at Kiangninchen
that was very successful too have found one genfry who is head of




Chow Ming 1. Page 2,

now, I found out that he is & good man and enthusiastic in public
affairs, S0 I have him to be one of our cooperators mow, I told
him to keep records as Mr, Nein did and we will keep on the coope:a
tion for o long tdme whethwer the political changhesmay be, He is
delighted to do 1t, :

ir, Tang and Mr, Li 1c going to Changchowogain at the
invataion of goverment primary school teac hcrs training course
at Changchow, I send Ii because I want Li to learn {rom lr, Tang
and to make acquaintence with Changchow people s his area will
te clong there SKR linc in the fall, Nr, Tang will oo back to
his home district with a complete set of extension material for
making o defingdte demonstation at his home place vheat ond smut,

I will go beck tc Nant ungchow to see my mother and I will
start from Nenking on the 10th Inst, end I will be Dback on the
20th, Inst, Mr, Tang and Chang yuen wei also will come back on the
20th, Then we must prepare all things thet we want for extension,
kr, Shu of educational department will gome beck on tlic 20th also
for extension work, Nanking is very hot and we Juet get on .« ithout
worrying tc mueh of that, The tempaturc was 102 wnd somelliing bui
min, T, was high that makes people uncomfortzble, .cv re¢ zllright
end so is the families, Hope that you arc not to rnuch suifered from
the hot eat,

Yours very obediently;

Chow Ming 1,
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August 2, 1927,

Mr. B. A. Garside, Secy-
The University of danking
156 Fifth Ave.,
New York City.
Dear Nr. Garside,
Enclosed please find a letter, with & copy for your files,
addressed to Henry & Lee, 97 water Street, New York City, concerning

heir acecount with our seeds department. This account should have be n

peid before February Ist gccording to thne terms of the contract. On

Feb. 21st they wrote us at Nanking and later sent you & copy of that
letter. Their claim for = reconsideration of price was without any
g£ir basis whatever and I wrote to them on April 22nd to that effect.
.There is no reason whatsoever why the account shoul® not hawe been
paid on due date. Your liay stetement did not shaw that the account hed
been received by you.

Please send the enclosed letter, by registered meil, to Henry & Lee
end if after ten days you have not received & check in full to cover
their sccount as per statements in your file from us, please notify
me immedistely and I shall send the account with &1l covering

correspondence and documents to the Collection Department of the

American Nurserymen's Association and ask them to handle the matter
for us. If, however, in the meentime, Henry and Lee have elready
settled the account it will of course not be necessary for you to

forward the enclosed letter to them.

Reisner,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NANKING

NANKING, CHINA
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PLEASE SEND REPLY TO 20 MUSEUM ROAD, ROOM 526

SHANGHAI OFFICE. 1 Nanking SHANGHAI, CHINA
August 11, 1927,

My dear Mr, Reisnes, R (N

You have certainly given me & letter of
cnoouragement vhich 1s such a generosity that I feel, for quite a few
days, rether handicapped to answer you.

I am sorry the letter declining the nomination has
disappointed you. On my part, I am confident, if I eccept the dis~-
appointment will be more agsured, During thc past year my responsibility
as Acting Deon of the College of Arts and Science have favored me &
much more eventful ycar then what I expected #nd many & time I have been
obliged to attemped for more than my own task, My health is thuc affected

and if unheeded may assuredly go wrong, I wish somebody else to take up
the presindency ond hope you would exeusc me for what I have written to
you and to the committee in declining the offer,

Allow me tothgnk you =gain in reassuring me of your
canfidence and your good letter.

The summer school hes just ended. we are now beging
ning & necw task in keeping the school well gaurded against ménor
emergencies for the nonth prasdr to the opening of the colleges. we have
just recieved 2 dfaft fofm the Chinecse letters to the Educarional
Committee and Mrs, williams letter from your office, For the former
Dean Kuo and I will imedialley ¢ all on the said Committee und for
the latter 2o soon o8 ¥i, Chow retu:ns the letter .ill b returaed,

Yours very sinecerely,

Chen

\ August 17, 1927,
¥y dear ¥r, Reisncr,

This morning 1 got your sever:l letiers, T just camc back last
night from three days stay at my home for my mother vwas rather excited
at th present situation and called me back for conference., I did not
come to Shunghai at the begimning of this month becsuse we had lots of
troubtle with students unéén at that time. Now we are having lots of sole=
diers to stoy with us, They just came in last night. They arc rather
hard to deal with, e asked Dr, Liu to come to Shanchai to report the
present situation, but we donot know when he will be able to get the
train as you know it is usuelly packed yith refugees ond there is a
rumor it will stor toemorrcw entirely, ‘e fcel exhausted and everyone
feels rather Zdisappointed., ¥ony of the prominent men whom we know have
left the eity, so we donot kmov wherc to make appeals,

Regerding to ¥r, Muntérs ¥Man I will confer with Mr, Ch
::cgzgznsedh$ comes gick. ¥y, Chow has gone to his home. ir. g: E%:ﬁ i
e 0 you a8 Joinéd our .
Chow 1ikes he T wrotedhin; ~ extemsion department because Mr,
Everything here scems upeet, Really we camnot pred‘ctu‘e what

will havrpen, My family are all well he . - ) ‘
school to look sfter, re. I huve a big iapily and a big

YA havt ‘!ﬂ!l'.u«m.y, TS . fn

Mid: Whea




THE UNIVERSITY OF NANKING

NANKING, CHINA

PLEASE SEND REPLY TO 20 MUSEUM ROAD, ROOM 526
SHANGHAI OFFICE. SHANGHAI, CHINA

August 22, 1927,

Dear Mr. Reisner,

You must have already acquainted with the conditions in
Nanking and in thé University through the letters of Dean Kuo and the
oval report of Dr, Chen, Not mach development taking place here, except
thet the city id crowded, almost to much crowded with the soldiers of
the 7Tth amy and that occasional firing of guns are heard., lo more troops
come to the University, But Severance Hall is almost fully occupled
by the officers of the army, Two reading rooms are given to them, They
promised not to enter the stack rooms and offices and so far this was
kept, but how long this is to be continued is a question. We come into
the library cvery morning as usual., But nothing can be donc except a few
routine matters, Ve have ordered the janitors and occasionally ourselves
to come into the librery in the afternoon, e are allowed to get in and
out the building only by the presentation of specially made badge.
Oour chief pur posé ié to save the Library collection, To this Dcans,
Kuo & Chen =nd My, Gee ¢nd the Library staff are concurred still and
we don't Xnow how succcssful our effort will be., Personally I can
almost not stznd the ctrain which hangs on uc ginc the middle of Marchi
Yours Sincérély,
K.Co didu,

My dear Mr, Reisner,

Supposc you havc sesn dogtor Chen who came to Shanghai on kast

Friday. Nothing ne. as developed., Tomorrow we will se somm mi.itary
authoritics and try to [ind somec ways to get ride of those solaiers.
we think we should open our institution on the regular date. While we
gee Dr, Chen again, please urge him to comc back early, I also think
he should take his presidents offife as soon as possible,

i ¥r. Chow and Mr, Y.V, Cheng r ecomend Yang Feng Cheng, Shangsi
Yoy, jus t gradua ted from our short coursc, to Mr, Hunters place. He is
a very ndce boy but not so muched experienced in field work am lr, Li,

Yours sincerely,
T.S. Kuo,
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University of Naaking

Mr.John H,Reisner,
Room 526, 20 Euseum Road,
Shanghai, China. ;

My dear Mr.Relsner:

the last few day: we have received your letters of the
21st, 27th and 28th of July, and eopies of your letter of July Tth to Prof.
Iiuuu, of July 18th to Mr.Johm K.Davis, of July 29%h to Dean A.R.Mann,
of July 29th to Dr.Farrand, and of July 29th to Prasident Rose. We have also
recoived 38 eoples of the twemty-fourth meeting of the Board of Managers.

The problem of reorganization looms up in most of this material
and makes it important that we have a meeting of the Board of Trusteocs at the
earliest possible date. During the month of August it is physically impossi-
ble to secure a meeting of the Trustees beeause of the number of members away
on their waeation. Dr.Speer, the President of the Board, has been away all
the momth and will not be &n his office again until about the middle of Sep-
tember. Just as soon as possible we will arrange for a meeting of the Board
at which the whole guestion of reorganiszation will be taken up.

Kiss Priest salled om August 16th so I em sure that she will have
been in Shanghal for about a fortnight before this letter reaghes you. Cer-
tainly her presence there will be of the greatest walue to the work of the
University. As I indieated in my letter of July 28th, I very muech appreeiate
the megessity of her being in China this year and the walue of the work that
she will be able to render.

Po ars glad to note from your letter of July 26th that you have
been ablo $0 do some further cutting on the budget for 1927-28 and now have
a safe margin on the credit side. The appeal of the Board of Trustees for
an emorgency fund has met with a gemsrous response on the whole and receipts
now exeeed $7,000.00. This response is very gratifying and enecouraging dut
4t still leaves a defieit of $20,000. or more which is still to be met. Just
how the Board is to tackle this fimancial problem will have to be solved im
the near future.

Nr.Owen has arrived in Clifton Springs and is this week going on
to Cleveland. I have had some correspondemce with him and expect, within the
mext few days, to write him regarding a large mumber of finansial matters
which need to Do cleared wp. .




J.H.Reisner-2 8/26/27

(

Events of the last month have made us very umeasy as to the eondi-
tions which Nanking will be fasing this fall. I very mmch hope that the eity
will £ind itself solidly in possession of one faskion or the other so that
the work of the University will de able to go forward without eonstant in-
terruption through changing military fortunes. I trust that this letter
will £ind the University embarked on a peaseful and successful year.of work.

Very sinserely yours,

Seoretary :
University af Nanking




THE UNIVERSITY OF NANKING

NANKING, CHINA
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PLEASE SEND REPLY TO 4 i 3 20 MUSEUM ROAD, ROOM 526

SHANGHAI OFFICE. r SHANGHAI, CHINA

Dezr Dr, Speer, lLir, Bowen cnd Lr. Garside,

The last mail brought good letiers from all
try to scknowlelg e se vlJ next week. This morning
about 2 few nmatters ci more mediate intereste.

] ‘rorn Deen Kuo, Dr Chen Yu-kwan
end Dr. KX.C. Liu will be self explanatory, and you can picture the
"“ou;wa, both presei id future; which- -these lelters clearly 1“L*,‘te.
‘he o ficers witihh £00 14 cf seventh ATmy Galb n about
the 17th, _¢Ai ' 1pied sverance, tie new .gormitory, mnasi !
the Chep The chepel was let &1V w80 -the; vo

meeting plac D lien was Lere over Sundey end I hed two long talks with
“lm. Ths bey would leave in 8 or ten days, wut one doesant
Obu maeu §XR comfort out of sueh promises tiese dayse. S0 long as Canlang
sai-shek was in tenking, with the hel] of tie Foreign Cffice, the men i
soile place to agpeul to and were fairl 1ceeszful in keceping the uuld‘
out of the College buildings. There is no ".r guthority now to. apr
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Tragic is the only word to describe tie situestion. "'4}: :elf
appointed leaders heve plundered the nopes aud aspirations end feith of
the millions upon millions of good people who went & better de]
disillussioned all classes of people and have brought economic “end social
devastation in their wekxe., Iut tLe disillueiphmemt, I taeke 1it, 1s by no me
means & loss, but rether a greet gain, cnd tle process will heave To go on
Taor no time before tiiere 1s sUTFi N,ht &1 "r00¢g tion of whet the real

cre end just how the; to Le sblv I had & letter from Chow
his morning one paragraph of which u»lxg to illuminszte what I
trying to express. He writes about uunAlnb'"LlVlnb is nigh and
goes up with tiie cost of fuel, Poor people just everywihere, and over
just too meny., Cne thing I em very angry et, that is the fellows
talk most, Vdﬂ& wuut to show KedleTe spirit so nmuch, ten days ago &ll
swarm to the tw ins crowd to death for escapes. Al nccure, the common
peoyle cen never compete nlth them., I was told tihat some of tiem took
out their pistols to frighten common people from getting on treins. It wes
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University of Nanking

Mr. John H. Reisner,
University of Nanking,
20 Museum Road, Shanghai.

My dear Mr. Reisner,

Within the last week we have received Mr. Cressy's
letter dealing with the whole subject of reorganization of the Univer-
sity of Nanking, together with a sufficient quantity of the material
on reorganization to supply each member of the Board of Trustees.

We are hurrying all this material out to the Trustees,

with a request that they study it thoroughly. We have also asked them to
jndicate the earliest dates at which they can attend a meeting of the
Board. It is not possible yet to settle definitely on a date for the
meeting because practiocally all members of the Board, including Dr.
Speer the Chairman, are away on their vacations and the date of their
return. and availability for meetings is a bit indefinite. You may be
certain, however, that we will erowd on all the speed the mechine will
stand without breaking down.

I need not remind you of the length or difficulties of
the procedure which must be gone thogugh before such a sweeping reorganiza-
tion can be effected. I em a bit afraid that Mr. Cressy underestimates
some of these fastors. Article VII of the Constitution of the Board of
Trustees provided a procedure for amendments which at the best is long
and difficult. You will note that not only are a month's notice and a
two-third's vote necessary for any smendments, but that several of the
proposed amendments beooms valid only when approved by a majority of the
Boards cooperating im the University. Added to the time needed under
the most favorable conditions is the more important factor of the views

% Wuﬂon proposed for Nanking is much more
sweeping Ain the any of the other Universities ccoperating
in this office, or, as far as I know, any Christien universit in China
supported by several mission bodies. While I have no right predict the
reactions of the Trustees, I suspect that some of them may find it extreme-
ly diffioult to go the whole way as proposed in the reorganisation plan.

These factors you will already understand. But it may
hmryto-pcndugrutduloftmudunonmotmchmu
colleagues to show them this viewpoint if a cable of unreserved approval
hntthmlu!orkuquokIyutbymﬂnmubh.

BAG/G Yory sinoerely yours,
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Dr. Robert E. Speer,
Dr. A. J. Bowen,
Mr. B, A. Garside.

Dear Dr. Speer, Dr. Bowen, and lr., Carside:

I em enclosing the first draft of minutes of the meet-
ing of the Executive-Finance Committee held this morning to dis-
cuss what to do about the Middle School. To e numbder of us it
was very obvious that the Middle Sehool could not g0 on. Several
of the Chinese members, however, did not want to take action
that would close the way for opening the liddle School a2t &
somewhat later date this fall if the present political uncer-
tainties should clear up. This sccounts for the way the first
aotion is.stated. The third action, you will note, makes it
clear that we cannot be finencially responsible to the faculty
longer than through September. This may not seem to be very gen-
erous on the part of the University &o Middle School teachers,
but word had been sent before July salaries were paid, and also
again before Aggust salaries were paid, indicating that it was
anything but certain that the Mdddle School would be able to open
in September, and that because of this uncertainty the Middle
Sehool teachers should accept any certain position which they
could secure. The Middle School faculty, of course, have known
all along about the uncertainties of the situation and I am sure
that our asction will hardly come as a surprise to them,

We did not disocuss the College situation, except to
take action es indiocated, which had no reference to thne ore ning
0of school on the tenth. Cur last word from Nanking came in the
two letters from DeankKuo and Dr. Liu, copies of wheh I sent to
you last week. In the meantime the military situation has be-
come aotive. Sun Chuan-fang is trying to foroe his way across
the Yangtze and resapture Nanking. The Nationalists probably
have 100,000 to 150,000 soldiers in the aree betw2en Chinkiang
eand #uhu, along the river, possibly more then that with more on
the way from Wuhan. I do not see how it is going to be possibdble
for either the NHorth or the South to win a decisive vietory that
would be sufficient to restore order in the arsa involved for
several vweeks, if not considersbly longer. Communiocations between
Shanghai and Nanking are now closed. Sun is evidently gaining a
foothold near Lone Tree Hill. The faot that he hss been able
to make as much headway es he has indicates to me that the Na-
tionalist foroces must be very badly demoralized. I have also had
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this opinion fwom several Chinese whose Jydgment should be good.
Even though Sun should gain Nanking, the South would probably try
to get it back unless there should be such wholesale treachery

pn the part of the present Nationalist military leader that would
give Sun Chuan-feng & sufficiently powerful majority to bring
avout military equilibrium for a while.

4e have had no word from the College Administrative

Committee. In my last letter to them, which I hope they gt be-
fore mails were stopped, I urged them to consult with the Board
of Managers before taking any action that might involve the Uni-
versit{ in a deficit. I cannot see how we can now hope for any-
thing better then = delayed opening and a considerably decreased
student body. In this cagse edjustments will, of course, be neoces~
sary,and be assured that we will use ell the wisdom that we have

. and our best juigment before coming to any final conclusions.
Wwhat I have written above will indicate to you elearly how very
uncertain are these days Jjust ahead.

President Bowen's fine letter of August 4 end the min-
utes of the July 22 meeting of the Committee for the Sutdy of
Problems of Cooperative Campaign VWork came in ihe last meil,

Miss Purcell returned from vacation today and Miss
Priest is due in on the President Grant late tomorrow afternoon.
I am surely glad to have Miss Purcell back again and we ure both
more than glad to be able to welcome Miss Priest tomorrow.
Messrs. Bates, Buok, and Thomson are due back in Shanghal the
first half of September.

I hope my next letter will contain more hopeful informati on
than my last two letters to you, but the situation is anytuing
but hopeful.

¥ith kind regards and best wishes to you all, I em,

Yours very sincerely,

/I%VN MM/J

Pe S, I em not sure that I made it clear to you that
it was Li Tsung-ren, the chairmen of the Militery Council of HNan~-
xing and now ranking military official in this part of China and,
ascordingly, the most powerful official of the KNationalist govern-~
ment, that took over Severance Hall for his ofiicial use and the
use of immediate subordinate officers, and distributed a thousand
goldiers through the other buildings on the college campus.

J. H. Re
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Mr. B. A. Garside,
150 Fifth Aveme,
New York City, U. S. A.

Dear Mr,Garside:

This is in brief acknowledgment of your letters of
“July 12 and 28 and all the material referred to as being sent either
in the letter or under separate cower. Doctor Bowen also sent us
your letter of July 19, in which you enclosed a letter addressed to
the Universityof Nanking from Doctor Sullivah of the University of
State of New York. I have had copies of Dpctor Sullivan's letter
made and have sent the original to the College Administrative Commit-
tee at Nanking, asking them to prepare a reply, which I think should
go through your office. At least I shall see to it that whatever
reply is made you have a copy of it.

I am very happy to report that Miss Priest arrived Septem-
ber 1 according to schedule and has already accomplished the getting
into final shape of the 1927-8 budget, a copy of which will be forth-
coming to you, I am sure, within a few days. It will be fine for
us to get the books closed for the year and to know exactly where we
are.

With reference to copies of minutes, I would like to sug-
gest that you send to us forty copies of such minutes as you prepere
of the Nanking Trustees meetings, and we will send to you regularly
as many mimeographed copies as you wish of all the minutes of meet- wNJ
ings of thQBoard of Managers or its committess. As a matter of fact,
we always send to you forty copies of all minutes, but Miss Priest \
says that very often the New York office does not wait ugzii_ﬁhssc”' quéz
arrive but mimeographs copies for immediate distribution—(and often
there are changes made when the minutes are mimeographed). Mimeo-
graphing is very expensive for us and we are always rushed with more
work to do than we can get done, so if you are willing we shall look
forward hereafter to receiving from you forty copies of all your
minutes. These will be sent by us, as has always been the custom, to
members of the Board of Managers, to certain administrative officers
of the University of# Nanking, and as at present to the College
Administrative Committee.

I am waiting until Thursday or Friday of this week - just
as late as I can - in order to catoh the Saturday Seattle boat, to
write a full letter to you concerning the situation. We have had no
word from Dean Kuo for two weeks so are very much in the dark as to
what the situatzjfxactually is.

b’Y Yours very sincerely,
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September 9, 1927,

Dr. R. E. Speer,
Dr. A. J. Bowen,
Mr. B. A. Garside.

Dear Dr. Speer, Dr. Bowen, and Mr. Garside:
Personal.

We are happy to report the safe return of Miss Priest.
It is a great relief to have her here with us and to know that
we will be able to have exact information at any time we need it
with reference to the financial standing of the University.
Mr, Bates and family return to Shanghai tomorrow from Japan, and
Mr. Thomson and Mr, Buck and their families are expected about
Sep tember 19. Up to the time of the resignation of General
Chiang we had hoped to be able to get back to Nanking, but with
the present uncertainties I question very much whether we shall
be able to leave Shanghai.

The University .

Cur last news from Nanking was & very brief letter,
dated August 31 from Dean Chen. He said"Our 'guests' are still
with us. The Administrative Committee think that at present
conditions may precipitate a change. The message to Mr, Davis
will be recommenied to you later if our situation does not im-
prove, Your letters to the Committee have been duly reported.
The chairman and the seoretary of the committee will keep you
informed of the actions of the committee.™ From the above it is
evident that they had not been able to get rid of the soldiers
and the officers of the Seventh Army. They evidently thought
that the fighting between the North and the South across the
Yangtze would bring about a change, but I think in this they have
been disappointed. Their reference to Mr. Davis evidently in-
dicates that the committee were considering lodging a protest
through consular suthorities. An advertisement appeared yester-
day (September 8) in one of the Shanghai Chinese papers, saying
that entrance examinations would be held September 6, registra-
tion on the 7th and 8th, and classes would begin on the 9th.
Inquiry at the newspaper office disclosed the faet that this
notice had been sent from Nanking on August 31. It was delayed
one week in transit. There have been one or two trains through
from Nanking and one train was supposed to go up yesterday from
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Shanghai. Treansportation is accordingly very difficult and will
have its effect on the return of students. It is evident, however,
that the Administrative Committee is attempting to open the insti-
tution and thereby force the hands of the military in removing
their officers and soldiers. I hope they will succeed but I am
not very sanguine., They may be able to swop the administration
building and the new dormitory for some other buildings, but a
clear-cut evacuation does not seem to me to be any too hopeful.

Conference with Chung Yung-kwang.

Doctor Chung is President of Lingnan University and a
membexr of the Central Educational Committee of the Nationalist
w§9 ernment., This committee has moved its headquarters to Shanghsai,
sident Chang of Chung Shan University and the equivalent of
what was formerly Commissioner of Education in Kiangsu went to
Nanking last Wodnesday to try to open the University'if he coulad
get the money to do s0! I asked President Chung whether, if he
were President of the University of Nenking and with his present
knowledge of the political situation, he would attempt to open
the University this fall, and he answered immediately, *Yes," and
thet we should carry on as long as we could.

Mr. Cressy and I went to see Mr. Chung in the hopes that
he would be able to get in touch with Mr. C. C. Wu, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, and make & vigorous protest to Nanking over
the ocoupancy of our college buildings by the army. Mr. Chung
was sympathetic, as of course he would be, but one is impressed
with the wide gulf that exists at the present time between the
wishes of men like Mr. Chung and the actual conditions - military
and piitical - which exist. there was a chance of getting
some action through Mr. Wu and Mr. Chung and we took it. Enclosed
please find a copy of my letter to Mr. Chung.

Budget.

Miss Priest will be writing directly about the budget,
which she has gotten into final form. After eliminating the items
of savings on the return of the teashers from Japan and elimina-
ting all income from the Construction Department, we have a con-
tingent of §3,271.00. Be assured that we shall keep close watch
on the budget. Several of you have written regarding the item of
$10,000,00 anticipated from the alumni. While some of the com-
ments may have been very much to the point, I have been uneble to
bring them to the attention of our alumni. It is poor psychology, ¢JBW#E“
that we consider this pledge a very poor asset and that it would
be far safer for us not to consider it as possible income. If
we put it in our income and they know we are counting on it, we
have some chance of getting it, and if they are unable to realize
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on their expeotations then it will make them much more careful
in the future about promising things which cennot be delivered,
which in turn will help them to realize some of the hard, sold
facts which they will have to come to realize in time, that only
such items of income can be listed in the University budget of
which there is definite assurance., The alumni, as Doctor Bowen
knows, have been most interested in the University, and espe-
cially since March 24, and I believe they will rise to the ocoa-
sion when it is presented to them.

Opening of Christian Schools.

Soochow University, Shanghai College, and Hangohow
College have all opened. Shanghai College was expecting a record
enrolment and no doubt will have it. I have not had any details
from Hangohow or Soochow. Yesterday Dootor Crawford (Presbyte-~
rian North, Soochow) said their middle school had opened with an
enrolment on the first day within forty of normal. Ginling's
opening date wes set some time ago for September 22. Twenty-five
of their girls have already transferred to Shanghai College.
The last word we had was that neither Ginling College nor Miss
Lyon's school had been occupied by the military. The majority
of middle schools and (I suspect) primary schools under mission
suspices will not be opening this autumn.

The Political Situation.

Everybody now is looking forward to the conference of
Nanking and Wuhan leaders to be held in Hanking on September 15.
There will be a full delegation from Wuhan. A number of the
most outspoken C. P. leaders, such as Eugene Chen, Mrs. Sun,
Teng Lien-tah, are in Mosocow, but the C. P. influence is still
a very great menace, as will be very clearly indicated by
Sokolsky's artiele in this morning's North-China Daily News,
which I have clipped and enclose herewith. The C. P. interest
in Canton strikes me as being particularly ominous. The events
of the last few months seem to have had a sobering effeoct on the
non-military leaders of the Nationalist Party of both sides and
the coming conference will to some degree indicate whether they
are going to be able to organize a compromise government in
Nanking or not. The unity of the Kuomintang, which was charac-
teristic a year ago, has now almost entirely disappeared.

The Military Situation.

Sun Chuan-fang's attempt to oross the Yangtze has
failed and he with other Shantung military leaders are withdraw-
ing northwards along the Grand Canal and the T, P. R. The South-
ern army is following them up but is evidently not getting close
enough toﬁhnn for any fighting. Feng is probably withdrawing into
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Western Hongfi. Wuhan troops are reported as mak ing a drive
through from the Yangtze at Anking toward Pengpu at the
Junotion of the Hwal river and the T, P. R. This Wuhan army in-
troduces a new element into the military situation. Heretofore
all the troops have belonged to the Nanking military orowd or to
the Northern factions. There is nothing decisive in the military
situation at all. The demoralization of the Nationalist army of
a year ago is only too evident, and from the various evidencves that
acoumulate in one way or another I think it is safe to say that
the Northern army is more unified and a stronger fighting unit
than ever before. I do not see anything particularly conclusive
about Sun's failure to cross the Yangtze, and he will undoubtedly
be driving south again before iong.

We are very, very anxious for word from Nanking and
Just as soon as we have anything definite to report we will write
at once.

With cordial regards to all, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner.

P, S. Will Mr. Garside please send to Doctor Speer
and Doctor Bowen the olipping and the letter to Deotor Chung
referred to above.

J. H. R,
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Dr. R. E. Speer,
Dr. A. J. Bowen,
Mr. B. A. Garside.

Dear Dr. Speer, Dr. Bowen, and Mr. Garside:

Since writing you lest week, we have had letters from
Doctor Bowen and Mr. Garside and a number of members of the

(L g_;éa)thoul who are now in the States. I am enclosing copies of

' a; umy B0Veral letters from our Nanking staff, whioch will help you to

dk B! visualize the situation in Nanking, Dr. K. C. Liu of the Library
and Mr, C. T. Gee of the Construction Department were here
Monday and Tuesday and met with the Executive-Finance co§:23§co.
Their reports made at this meeting are also enclosed, as ‘dPe the
minutes of the meeting. I am also enclosing a number of clippings
from the daily press, which I shall enclose in Dootor Speer's
letter and ask him to forward to Mr. Garside when he is finished <33>»
with them. Will Mr. Garside please forward to Doector Bowen? pes-

The Political Situation

The chief political interest has centred about the
conference which was to have been hoi%ﬁégﬁgnnking yesterday.
What the nationallyand internationa urveyers of the pres-
ent brands of Chinese nationalism will achieve in these meetings
is considerable of a mystery. Wang Ching-hwei, one of the fore-
most Kuomintang leaders, has caused considerable surprise and
consternation by handing in his resignation the day before the
Ranking conference. The Wuhan group seems to be in the ascend-
dncy, and if one is optimistic he can find some tendencies
towards more conservative policies. Most of the civil admin-
istrators conneoted with the Nanking government left during the
recent hostilities, which means that the Wuhan group and their
followers will have less opposition and will be able to secure
most of the open offices. There is a strong move among the mil-
itarigsts to eliminate the political bureau, which has been such
an important part of the national political and military machi-
nery. Political interest in eliminating Chiang Kai-shek has,
of ocourse, been greatly influenced by the sources of income
which Shanghai and the rich Yangtze delta have to offer. We can
only hope that East China will not duplicate the experience of
Wuhan and the surrounding country whioch have been sbtdked fairly
dry by these politicel opportunists and parasites and the extent
of whose sufferings it is difficult to envisage or estimate.
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The chief point is:China is morally bankrupt in her
political leadership, with a few not very notable exceptions.

Military Developments

The chief military interest of the past week has cen-
tred about Feng Yu-hsiang. He has come in for much bitter oriti-
cism. A section of his troops has punitive measures for attacks
by the Red Spears in Honan has been reported to have carried out
a genersl massaore of villagers, resulting in casualties various-
ly estimated at 30,000 to 80,000. It looks as if he would be
attacked from various quarters and I should not be surprised to
see him guickly skidded to a secondary place. SunChuan-fang
still ooccupies the Tientsin-Pukow Railway as far south as Wu I,

a station about fifteen miles north of Pukow. There is not much
military astivity in the Yangtze velley, the generals likely
awaiting the outcome of the Nanking conference, which, of course,
they hope to dominate. Cheng Chien, responsible for the Nanking
outrage, is again in charge of an army. He is in the Nanking
conference. So far as Nanking people are concerned, they are
terribly sick of their military burdens. There are thousands of
sbldiers quartered with and on all elasses of people.

The Situation in the Colleges

For general information, see the reports of the Exeo-
utive-Finance Committee by Messrs. Liu and Gee. Letters received

from Nanking after their reports were made indicate that the
Seventh Army still oecupies Severance Hall, the gymnasium, and the
new domitory. The enrolment in college is now over 200. Unless
the Nanking eonference breaks very badly I think there will be at
least 300 students in the colleges, possibly more. It is encour-
aging to see how alert the Administradbive Committee is to its
responsidbility to keep expenditures within receipts. It has had
a perfectly terrible time within the past month with the soldiers
and everybody will be relieved when the soldiers have gone. I
hope by another week to have fuller information regarding the
outlook for the fall semester.

Situation in the Middle School

We are evidently running inte trouble in the Middle

School, and until the investigation committee appointed by the
Board of Managers has made its report I shall not send you any
further information than is indiocated in the actions taken at the
Executive-Finance Committee meeting, minutes of which are enclosed.
Mr. Chang Fang, who has a g od understanding of what has been go-
ing on in the Middle School and what some of the problems are,

has gone to Nanking as a member of the investigating committee.
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Agrieultural Buildings

The Rural Normal School has been occupied off and on by
woldiers. The Departments of Rural Educetion and Extension are
trying to turn it into a little community centre, but it is very
difficult to hold out against the soldiers. Our rural demonstra-
tion sehools at Taipingmen and Wukiang were temporarily occupied
by soldiers end some damage done to equipment, but nothing serious.
The Sericulture Building has been kept free of soldiers. Our
field dbuildings in Nanking have had soldiers in them most of the
time. The Teipingmen experiment station field buildings suffered
somewhat during the time Sun Chusn-fang attempted to retake
Nanking., Our plant improvement work has come through the year so
fer remarkably well, the first real 1oss which we have sustained
being the eorn, which the Southern soldiers golé. But we still
have enough of this corn saved over from last year, so that we
have not lost the seed., All that we have lost is a year's work,
which, of course, is serious enough.

The University Hospital

We have indirect word regarding the Hospital from
Dr. Charles W. Worth of Kiangyin, who told me yesterday that two
purses had written to him seeking assistance in finding another
position, inasmuch as the hospital was being ¢losed. You will we-
oall that the hospital was taken over by the Surgeon-General of
Chiang Kai-skek's army. With Chimng being out, the Surgeon-
General and his oligque have probably also had to go. If there is
any chance of getting the hospital back at this time, be sure we
shall seize upon 1it.

Boreign Residences
All are oocupied by soldiers and deteriorating rapidly.

Return of Foreignsrs to Nanking

Both Ginling College and the University of Nanking Chinese
faculty have asked the foreign members not to return at the present
time.

Burning of Wanking

Fortunately this rumour was greatly exaggerated. A%
HsiakXwan, however, one of the railway godowns full of goods awaiting
shipment was burned. The fire was probably started as a result of
the eannonading from Pukow. HNo great damage to the city resulted
from the fighting.

The Cholera Epidemic

Nanking has had much cholera. It has been particularly
bad in the north part of the eity. One foreign observer, ang
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ex-soldier newspaper man, wrote in one of the Shanghai dailies that
in almost any foreign compound you could see unburied soldiers and
soldiers dying of cholera. I have not been able to verify such an
extreme statement but it is undoubtedly exceedingly serious.

East China Schools and Colleges

Doctor Nance told me yesterday that Soochow had reached
its limit of students that they could care for. Shanghai College
is also full up. Conditions in Hangohow are not so favourable.
Ginling College does not expect to have a hundred students. Reports
of middle schools in Ningpo are good. There will be very few gov-
ernment schools open this fall.

Missionary Morale

I have a feeling that 2his coming sutumn and winter may
be nmuch harder on missionary morale then the past spring and summer,
especially here in the Yangtze river valley and south of the Yellow
river. The whole country is so0 upset that normal work in any
1ine is going to be almost an utter impossibility. Some smell
areas will be an exception to this, but in the mein it is true.
Until now we have had the excitement of evasuation or preparation
for evacuation and have been interested in edepting ourselves to
new experiences and to new problems. The autumn brings in & néw
period of waiting and watehinz that is likely to be much more wear-
ing. We are badly in need of some outstanding Chinese or mission-
ery leaders in the concentration camps, to keep our minds off the
present and thinking into the future snd a return to duties for
which the intervening period should be a time of preparation. The
conviction is being more often expressed in both missionary and
Chinese Christian cirecles that the political and military situa-
tion will continue, and, in fact, will have to get much worse de-
fore there is any hope for permanent betterment.

Reorganization

In spite of present troubles, it seems to me quite clear
that we must go forward with our plans for reorganization. Doctor
Bowen's letters regarding reorgeanization have been most encouraging
and I hope that an early meeting of the Board of Trustees has been
possible and that favourable corxsideration has been given to the
recent recommendstions of the Bosrd of Managers.

With kind regards and best wishes, I am,

Yours very sincerel

John H. Reisner.

P. S, Since writing the above, Mr. Bowen's letters of
Anfnlt 22 and 24 have come, with his Western address. I am sending
elippings to him first, therefore. Will DoctorBowen please send them
to Dr. ey, and Dr., Speer then send to Mr. Gerside. J.H.R.
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Hr. Jo He Rnimr.:*
¥re. E. H. Cresay,
thanghai, Chims.

My dear }r.Relsner amd Mr.Cressy:

On Wedresday of this weck, September 14th, we were able to get a
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the University of Ranking to discuss
the highly important question of reorganization irn accordance with the
plan submitted by the Board of Fenmsgers. 7T eam sending you herewith a tem-
tative draft of the minutes of the mpoting and of certain minor chsuges
suggested by a sub-committee of the Trustees. This materiel is still in
rough form and has not been fimelly approved by the EBoard of Trustees, but
I am hwrrying §¢ off im this mail so that you may the soorer have a gener-
el knowledge of the aotions taken.

Lot ne comment in order on the following topies:

1. Ceneral attitude of Trustees. I have never atiended any meet-

!ng so rilled with a Christlan spirit of good will and eonfidence € our
workers in China as pervaded the mosting of our Nanking Trustees on Wed-
mlday. Without exception the menmber: expressed complet: confidense in

hzfgymuﬂdmddlotthoa in charge of the field edmin.
umt the University, both foreigmers and Chinese. I &m sure that
many of the Trustees simcerely doudtod the wisdom of some of ths provisions
in the proposed plan of reorgsniszation, yet they were wmanimous in thelr
sonvigtion theat the time has soms whem the homo base must place authority
and responsidility ia the hands of, thoso on the field rosponsible for carry-
{ng on the Institutiom. This sttitude on tholr part does not in any way
mean that they will take less intercst in the institution or give less
frecly of their times and thought. After the moeking Dr.Bowen spokes to me
in the warmest terms of his sdmiration for the spirit manifested by all
the mezders prosent. He was particularly wara in his appreciation of the
way Dr.Spsor presided and led the thinking of the Trustees.

2. Commsuts on the Nimutes. The firet part of the meeting deals
with matters of relatively mimer lmportance on whish no eomments meed be
—00. !

woeks ago
sidering 21l the
the wisest eourse for
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noeessary for them o ssoept this resignation to take effect whemever his
suscesser is chossm, and yet they deeply regret the thought of Dr.Bowean
sovering his ecnnection with this institution teo whieh he has given the
best years of his 1life. There was a consideradle discussion of the pos-
gibility of sonferring om Dr.Bowen some such title as "Presidont Emeritus”
but after due deliberation the Trustees desided that any aotion of this
mature should de initiated on the field. Both of you are in the best posi-
$ion to know whether 1% would be wise to imtimate to our Chinese eolloagues
the desirability of inviting Dr.Bowsa o assume sush a title. I an sure
that all of our Chinese assosiates appreciate the magnificent sorvice that
Dr.Bowsc “as rendered %o the University of Namkimg and will be happy to
take axny eourse consistent with the new plan of reorganizetion whigh will
the oouplete severance of his relsbionship ¢o the institution. They
may not quits so slearly realise, howewer, that Dr.Bowen has rondered the
institution a great service here in imerisa through his ability to wia amd
keosp the friendship and canfidence of the Ameriean supporters of the imsti-

W be lost here-if his relationshlip were permansntly severed.

B. !Mnb:%&gy After nore than an hour of sarnest
discussion the lrustees acoept the astion on reorganizetiom sub-
stantially se it stends in the minutes. Dre.Speer proposed the substance of
t-is action and, with the agreement of the other Trustese, spert some time
efter tho mesting in rovisimg the first dreft as 1t wae or%g!.?ally proposed.
You will note that this action is to be submitted te al mission doards
eooperating in the institution and to all of the Trustees who wmre notl pres-
ont at the meetiag. As soon as their aporowal has been socured I will In-
mediataly cadle bo China the substance of this setion. I hope that it will
be possible for me to get thls calle off to you before the end of noxt week.
Some gable on the subjeet will eertainly hevs reached you about three weeks
in advance of this letter.

Hinute Wo.T-331 ie so detallad that 1% probably roqulrsd no far-
ther oxtonsive conment. 'The Trustess gave thelr cordial eonsont to the se-
eoptenee in principle of the Soard of Managers' proposed plan of reorgani-
satlon. This, iu stbstance, transfers to the f1eld bdeard, :ow to be Xnown
as the Board of Diresters, full eonkrol of and responsibiiity for the fi-
sancial support and administragion of the Umiwersity. You will acle that
the action leaves to the Soard of Direotors the amtire question of reglstra-
tion with whish they are now empewered to deal as the; mey s=c f1t. The
Trustecs folt that, becsuss of the sweeping mature of the chinges lnvolved,
1t was the pary of wisdon to approve the suggeetion of the Boerd of lenn~

s that this arrangement be comsidered as eovering a period of five years,

gor
o/ Zqh which time thers will de taken up snew the owestion of its renewal or re-

vision in the light of experisnse. The Trustecs ar~ not primarily somcerned

~ with the form or locadion of administrative autherity, dut they are deeply

tntorested in seeing that the essentiel Christian eharecter of the institu-
tion is maintained unimpaired, however else the University may change.

dvawing up this rapert comeiste of Pre
nyeelfs These proposed alterstions have
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that some changes im them may be made, I think, howewer t they repre-
sent substantially the convictions of the Trustees, ant they may be
used 23 & basis for your further diseussion of the Msmagers' plans for re-
organizetion. You will note that Seekion 4 of Iimute Fo.T-331 states thet
the Trustees understend thet the doocumsnts prepared by the Namagers are
not yet in final and matured form, and that seme miner nodifications will *
probably be made as & result of more deliberate study during the swmer.
For the time deimg the Trustees ere holding in absyance the presant oom-
stitution snd by-lews in 80 far as these are incemsistent with the actiom
they sare now taking. As soon as the Board of “anmagers is atle to send us
{ts plan of reorgamisation in final end metured form the Trustees will
tkae up formally a eonsideration of the detalls of this plan and of whet-
ever amendmaats Lo its comstitution and by-laws will be necessitated by
its scceptance.

I fesl that remarkably rapid and satisfectory progress has
been made in this whole question of reorganisstion, and Y am oonfident
that in this, as in all other matters, the Spirit of Christ is still di-
rocking the destiny of the iastitutiom.

Vory sincerely yours,

Sesretary
University of lianking




Article 3

Article 4

SUGGESTED CHANGES IN DOCUMENIS A, B & B
NARKING BOARD OF MANAGERS' PROPOSED PLAN GF RECRGANIZATION/

W

N %1

Prepared by
A SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD (F TRUSTEES

Dooument A

- Deslarsbion of e« ~ It is the feeling of the Trustees that the
uﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬁ%hﬂo”t&o“m should be restored,
and the word "Foundew' should be changed to "institution” so that this
elauss will read "develop Christian charascter in ascordanse with the
ideals of the institution". Or else the clause might read as follows:
"develop:. oharsster in ascordance with the Christism ideals of the in-
stitution”,

- %ﬁim of the Board of 8. -~ We believe it is desirable
to ma on betwean metbers and American meubers a

little less sharp. The neees:zity of providing that the Beard of Diree-
tors shall have a majority ef Chinese members does not require that re-
cilal iines be so clesely drawm. If it is desired to retain the presemt
arrangement for eleven Chinese measbers elected by the Church, four Chi-
nose menbers electad by the alummi and eight American members elected
by missionary bodies, wo would suggest that at lesst the five co-opbed
nembers ¢lectsd direstly by the Board of Directers should not be limited
in matfionality. The Board ofDirectors will still have a clear Chinese
mjority even though some or all of theso eo-opted mevbers are o other
maticnalities.

At the end of the seeond paragreph of Articlo 4 we feel that the fol-
lowing semtence should be added to repleace the one whieh has been deleted
on the originel draft: "A11 members shell bde in cordial sympethy with the
above stated purpose of the University.”

- Duties of the Hoard of Directors. - The first paragraph will, of eourse,
be changed to correspond with any revisions made in the declarstiom ef
purpose in Article 3.

We feel Shere should be scme indioation either in this Article or else-
where of the duty of the Board ofDirseters te provide adequately for the
finanses of the imstitution. It is underatood that the hoard of Pounders
will s%ill contimme to provide grants 2s specified in their agreement with
the Diresters, yet it must be resogniszed that this proposed reorganisa-
tion transfers the finmaneial respensidility for the institution from the
Founders to the Diresters. We suggest that S0 the summary of the duties
of the Beard of Diresters givem in paregraph 2 of Article § there should
be added the following "shall have full responsibility for the adeguate
staffing and fimancing of the institutiem".

In paragraph 3 it is specified that the Board of Direstors sbhall have
power to eomfer degrees in acoordanse with the regulations of the Chinese
edusational sutherities. It is the opinien of the Board of Trustees
this provision eenfliets with the last slause of the charter of the Univer -
sity of Nemking that the University "shall met have power
grees exsept as shall %o hereafter autherised or approved the
of the University of the State of New York". This provision in
aust be held in abeyames until the epinion ef the New Yor
gonts can be secured.




'mmoa-m%-orthom.rns.nnm”n it necessary to require that

two & meetings It seems to us that this is cer-
tain to produce an ummegessarily heavy fimsmeial burden. Would it net
be better to say in substance "the Board held" ote., rather tham te
say "the Board shall held®, etc.? Is provisien that a majority
of the mermbers oF the Board are mecessary to constitute a quorum likely
to be difficult to meet? With such a largs bedy, probadbly widely soat-
tered and subjest to many transportatien delayw, it may often be found
{mpessibls to seoure ths attendance of as many as fifteen members.

srtiole 8 - We would suggest the imclusion of the phrase "from their own menbers”
after the provision in the first semtense "The Board of Dirsotors shall
elect annually - ",

Wo Watmmmmtpwmmtnwmhw
from five to soven and that the provision be added that the Comaittee's
actions becoms offective enly on approwal by four members.

e suggest that in the second line the werds "ad interin" be added so
as to make this clause read "shall deal with all ed interim matters”, ete.

Artiele 10- Sinee it ias provided in Dooument B that the sanstitution ef the Beard
of Direcctors constitute part of the legal agresment between the Board of
Directers and the Beard of ounders, any amendments o the eonstitution
of the Board efDirectors should be approved by the Board of Founders be-
fore they becane operstive. This faot should be indieatsd in irtiele 10.

Pocunent _‘?_

Gemers] comment - It is the feecling of iths Board ofTruste:s that the whole of this
propossd sgresment should bo entered inte on a five year trial basis. As
at present stated it sesms that this live year period applies only %o
Seetion 3.

- Sae gcomnent under Document A, irtiele 10.

W-hmmhnlm. after the word "always” we
Sion of the phrase "during this peried”.
Ia paragraph two, first line, we suggest the doletion of the word "pres-

ent”. A% the emd of the first line, after the word "should™ we suggest
the sddition of the phrase "in the opinion of ths Peunders”.

mmms.mxm,mmm'mo'amwmuu-
tion of the phrase "im the opinion of the Founders”. .

hmr@mmmcmiumu‘mmm'wm
the sddition of the clamse “"owned by the Mniversity". In line two we sug-
mmm%mmumm.uumnw
on the umderstand htmhum-ahnhmﬂnto and
then that rank and wemwzumm«r
prierity of cheise.” leting the remainder of sentenss).

In the last paragraph of Sectism 3, last line, change last "snd" So resd
l”l’




UNIVERSITY OF NANKING
Nanking, China

20 Museum Road, Room 526
Occasional Letter No. 7. Shanghai, China,
» September 21, 1927.

Dear Friends:

My last Occasional Letter was dated July 27 and in the .
meantime much has happened that cannot be related here. For evident
reasons I shall have to confine this letter to items of news that
will be of personal interest to the majority to whom these letters go,
namely, to the faculty and friends of the University now out of China
and to many friends still here in China who have had close associa-
tion with the life and activities at Nanking.

Summer at the University

A very satisfazZtory Summer School was carried on during
July and the early part of August with about 300 students enrolled.
Shortly after Summer School closed, Severance Hall, the administration
building, was occupied by and named the Headquarters of the Seventh
Nationalist Army. The new dormitory, the gymnasium, and the chapel
were also occupied by minor officers and soldiers of the aermy. The
campus end athletic field were, of course, constantly in use as a
drill ground. Severance Hall could be entered by mzmbers of our
faculty only by wearing a speciacl badge. The.buildings were still oc-
cupied on September 19. One cannot praise too highly the cournge and
wisdom with which the Administrative Committee end members of our fa-
culty and even of the student body met this problem of soldiery on
the college campus. :

Opening of the University

The University opened according to schedule. Communications
between Shanghai and Nanking and the upper river were closed on accoul
of hostilities between the Northern and the Nationalist armies. Tais,
as you cen well imagine, created a very difficult situation. About
the middle of August Chiang Kai-shek had resigned, which created meny
uncertainties, both military and politicel. 1In spite of 211 the uncer:
tainties, however, the Administrative Committeec decided to opcn the
Colleges. It was a wise decision, I feel sure, and althouch it has
been difficult for students to return, both on account of militry an
political uncertainties and poor communicetions, our last report was
that about 300 college students had registered end about 114 in the
Middle School. Many new teachers have been secured to carry classes
that were formerly taught by foreign members of the University steff.
Classes are being carried on in Swasey and Bailie end 21l vpossible
pressure is being brought to bear on the Seventh Army to r.umove. I
em hoping to hear anyftime that the soldiers have gotten out, but ever;
promise so far on their part has failed offulfilment. I am sure, how.
ever, that soon our Administrative Committee will succeed in getting
rid of them.

There i:?g}eat uncertainty whether we should open Middle
Sehool. Some misunderstandings arose, largely duc to stoppage of com-
munications between Shanghai and Nanking. On August 31 the Executive-
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Fiaonce Committee voted to delay opening until the endbf Sep tember
but this action did not get to the Middle Sehool faculty so-they pro-
ceeded to open. The outlook for the Middle School is very much more
favourable now and I feel confident thet, barring a serious politiceal
upset, they will be able to carry on £ll right. It has been a Jource
of very great satisfaction to see end feel the spirit of the various
faculties in undertaking to carry on the Culleges and the Micddle
Sehool under present aisturbed conditions.

Opening of Colleges and Sehools in East Chiua

Suanghai College and Soochow University, including their
Middle Sehools, heve opencid with full cnrolments. Hangchow has
opened but the number of college stucents will not be quite up to nor-
mal. Gimling College openei on the 29n" an.. there will be e slight
falling off in enrplment there. St. Jonu's Will not open this yeear.
The Nanking Theoelogical Seminary and the Bible Teachers' Training
Sehool for Wemen will not open until September 1928 at the earliest.
Miss Lyon's school, which, along with Ginling College, was the only
school property in Nanking not occupied by soldiers, will open. Tuc
MethoGist Girls' School is much occupied by soldiers anc probebly wil!
not be able to open. A number of the larger mid2le schools in Ecst
Cnina have opened with good enrolments. Many will not opcn. Few
government schools seem to be opening. Several government middle
sechools in Nanking hope to be able to open if they can get money.
Tnere is no chance that the Chung Shan University, occupying the olé
premises of Southeastern University, will be able to open for some
months.yet.

The University Hcspital

We have indirect word regarding the Hospital from Dr. Charlc:
W. Worth of Kiangyin, who told me a few Geys ago thet twe nurses had
written to him seeking assistance in finding enother position, inas-
much as the Hospital was being closed. You will recall that the Hos-~
pitel was taken over by the Surgeon-General of Chieng Kai-shek's army.
With Chiang being out, the Surgeon-General anC his clique have praob-
ably also had to go. If there is any chancc of getting the Hospitel
back at this time, be sure we shall seiz¢ upon it.

Burning of Nenking

Fortunately ‘this rumour was greatly exaggerated. At Hsic-
kwan, however, cne cf the railway goCcwns full cf gecls ewaitg ship-
ment was burned. The fire was probably sterted as e result cf the
cannonading frcm Pukow. No great damage to¢ the city rcsulted from
the fighting.

Cholera at Nanking

Nenking has had much cholera. It has been particularly bad
in the north part ¢f the city. One foreign cbserver, an ex-scldier
newspaper man, wrote in vne of the Shanghai dailies that in almost
any foreign compound you could see unburied soldiers and soldiers dy-
ing of cholera. I have not been sble to verify such an extreme
statement but it is undoubtedly'exceedingly serious.
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Foreign Property in Nanking

Practically all foreign property in Nanking is occupied by
soldiers. Quite a number of the Christian churches, however, have
been free in whole or in parge part of their soldier occupants, and
services are now being held in the churches. It has been reported
to us tha®é our University residences are deteriorating rapidly and
this undoubtedly applies to all similar buildings.

Return of Missionaries to Nanking

There is little tendency on the part of missionaries, or
any foreigners in fact, to return to Nanking, A general return cer-
tainly is impossible and jnadvisable at the present time. Some of
the Ginling teachers have returned. The Administrative Committec of
the University of Nanking asked the foreign teachers available not
to go back until we had further word from them. The attitude of the
soldiery and of the idle poor, and the horrible unsanitary condi-
tions in Nanking are the two chief reasons for our not returning at
the present time. The University teachers will not return until so
requested by the Administrative Committee.

Reorganization of the University

The suggested plan of reorgaenization for the University
as passe& by the Board of Managers and forwarded to the Board of
Trustees was sent out last August to members of the University facul-
ty. We are now awaiting the action of the Boerd of Trustees. In
spite of present political and military situation in China I strong-
ly feel that the plan for reorganization should be carried out. The
situation in Chine has changed tremendously within the lawt year anc
it is only futile to expect that the situation in general and mis-
sionary relationships in particular will revert to what they were
a year ago.

Military and Political Situation

American papers, I feel sure, will have carried you most
of the present Nanking conference, but I shall try to briefly sum-
marize whet has taken place within the government organizetions.

On the face of the new organization it looks as if the conservetive
elements had won out over the Communists and the scmi-communists.
The government is to consist of seven ministries and two councils,
one for educetion and the second for military affecirs. Although

the committee system still obtains in the reorganized Kuomintang, it
has practicelly been discarded s not producing ,afficient results.
The following ministries have been filled and 2ll but the Ministey
of Finance was formerly associated with the Nanking goverument.

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Dr. C. C. Wu i

Minister of Finance: Mr. Sun Fo

Minister of Communications: Mr. Wang Pei-chun

Minister of Justice: Mr. Wang Chung-hui

Bhancellor of the National University Council: Mr.Tsai Yuen-pei.
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There is a standing committee of five members supposed to supervise
the ministries. The legislative authority of the government will be
vested in a political council of forty®seven members. A Military
Council of sixty-seven members has also been appointed but it will be
menaged by a presidium of fourtecn members.

One of the first things whiech the Nanking conferencce aid wazs
to issue a manifesto, ninety per cent of which was given over to a
confession ani explanation of and apologies for the devastating pro-
clivities and activitics of communism within the Kuominirrg. 1t 18
not a convincing document. It strikes me as being particularly hypo-
critical, but I supposc one must not expect too much when the paerty
is so much out of grace with the common pcople. The monifesto encs
as follows: "We, the Special Committee, hereby Zeclare to carry on
the legacy of our late leader anG 1o submit to the will of the Party.
We further pledge, on one hand, to continue the purification movement
that the Party shall not have one single cisloyal mcmber in its midst;
and on the other hand, to continue the Northern Punitive Expedition,
and to endeavour to bring about in the shortest period the unification
of our country, and the realization of the Three People's principles
that our people may sooner be delivered from their prestnt mirc of
suffering and misery and we, ¢S members of the Kuomintang, may sconcr
fulfil our mission and duty."

In spite of the appointment of civilians to the five minis-
tries noted above, the real crux of the present situation is in the
military. China has now more than ever before more armies, more gen-
erals, more uncer officers, more enlisted men, more camp followers
who are now dependent on or who prefer to make their living by way of
the army. Soldiering in China is undoubtedly one of the mcst pros-
perous of the native industries at the present time. It has become sSC
firmly entrenched on the land and so thoroughly wcven into the econ-
omic fabric of the nation that to my mind ccntrol and liquidation of
the present vast armies will continue to be the chief limiting factor
in the political developments of China for a gool many years to come.
One prefers to hope that by some legerdemain an honest civil govern-
ment in the hands of honest officials might hastily bring into being
the Three People's Principles of a strong netionalism, a just demo-
cracy, ané a higher and happier standard of living for th~ nnsses.

But the realities of the situation point only to a long, ni.r. struggl.
that mast be reckoned in terms of decades und generaticns =n? not in
the baseless promises and short regimes of cpportunist politicel
factions.

In spite of external evidences of ccllepse, the revcluticn,
to my mind, has made tremendous geins during the past yeer, chief of
which has been the disillusionment of pevple represcantip . 11 classes.
Hnyone who has lived in China these recent years has bccu conseious
of a great hope and yearning for better things. The masses are iron
bound.by the influences of counteracting factors which they do not
uncerstand end over which they have absolutely no ccntrol, such as
poverty, illiteracy, militarism, poor government, lack of industries,
ete., etec. Their hope not only still lingers but I believe it is
stronger then ever before and from it has been removed the shackle cf
belief that propaganda, slogans, anti-this and anti-that, and other
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forms of rhetorical effort will accomplish any sort of a rev.lution
worth while for usghering in the days for which so meny millions lcng.
The chief trouble, of course, is from within, and more and nere the
Chinese are beginning to realize this. It is worth notirg thgt the
present uprising of the military and political leacders, gncluuing.
those who have been intimately connected with the communlspic activ-
ities of the party is not so mych against communism as it is in re-
sponse to the widespread dissatisfaction and disgust and open criti-
cism by all classes of people against the military and pollylcal :
debacle which has come to pass. It is also worth while noting at this
juncture that in spite of the reported execution of many hundre@s of
so-called communists or communist sympathizers not a single officia

or political leader of any standing has been included. Even Chmkg
Chien, who was responsible for the Nanking outrage, is a member of the
Military Council mentioned above. Until some sort of a military
equilibrium has been established either within the Kuomintang Party
with its various factions or as between the North and the South, we
may expeet continued military activities, and so far as I can see much
of it will be centred on Nanking.

One hopes but cannot feel very sure that the vivil admin-
istrators put in office by the Nanking conference are going to be
allowed to accomplish anything worth while. The military situation
will have to be cleared up first. Nothing less than a miracle will
bring the military under the domination of the civil and there is no-
thing to indicate that that miracle is about to happen.

Personal

We were glad to welcome back Miss Priest, who arrived Septcm-
ber 1. Messrs. Bates, Buck, and Thomson, with their families, havc
returned to Shanghai. Miss Purcell returned from o short vacation the
latter part of August. We are all wondering what the winter will haove
in store for us and while trying to face the realities of the situation
are also strongly hoping that there will be & sufficient rift in the
clouds to make possible the return of the four of us men to Nanking to
help 2 bit in the teaching work. Our femilies, of course, whuld re-
main in Shanghai.

X I hope nothing I have said will cause any of you to feel
discouraged, because I do not feel that way myself. There arc mony
encouraging signs, one of the chief of which is the way in which our
Chinese colleagues have risen to the emergencies of the past months -
ga%ns to the missionary cause that would otherwise likely havc

taken many years to make. The Genersl Assembly of the Presbyterian
and associated church bodies meets in Shanghai early in October and
will have representatives from &ll parts of China. The National
Christian Council holds its annual meeting in October, ani from many
angles and from many sources there are many evidcnces to givae us hope
and courage and faith in the future.

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner.
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University of Nanking

September 22, 1927

Ur. J. H. Reisner,
Room 5§23, 20 Wuseum Road,
Shanghai, China,

'y dear Yr.Reisner:

We have received a copy of your letter ofAmgust 26th addressed
jointly to Dr.Speer .Bowen and this offige. Evidently it was writtem
under some of thé, discouraging conditions that have confronted you during
the past four or five monmths. We sincerely hope that this depressing
situation was only temporary and that the events of the last few weeks
have resulted in a more satisfactory state of affairs in Nanking. Tt
gsertainly seems to be true that the natiomalistic movement, which original-
ly gave as its avowed purpose the overthrowing of militarism, has now be-
some simply one more agemcy for reoruiting the vastest standing army to
be found anywhere in the world. During this week we have regseived eables
from Peking and Tsinem indieating that both of these Universities have
opened up under most auspielous eonditioms. Ve arp daily hoping that we
may heve similar good news from Nanking. All of us here in New York are
watehing the development of the China situetion with the deepest interest
and goncern.

Under separate cover we are sending twenty copies of the min-
utes of the Board ofTrustees at its meeting on Septemger 14th. At the.
time this letter 4is writtem we are not eble to say authoritatively that
the Board of Trustees amd the cooperating missions will approve the Astiom
7-331 as given in these mimutes. I am hoping, however, that before you
receive this letter you will have had a cablegram indieating that swsh ap-
proval was givem. A% all evemts, a ecble will be sent to you sometime
within the next week and you will be able to interpret this mimmte in the
1ight of your sabled information. We are sending this additional supply
of the mimutes in order that you may distribute as widely as nesessary the
text of this astion onmorganization.

I note tha: you are hoping to get away to Koree sometime this
autwm for a brief rest and that you are sonsidering taking your regular
furlough next year. I singerely hope that you do susceed in giving your-
self a rest from the heavy strain under whish you have been workimg for
the last six months. You have been earrying a mighty heavy burden and
cannot keep it up indefinitely.

Very eordially yours,

BAG-H
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September 23, 1927.

Dr. Robert E. Speer,
Dr. A. J. Bowen,
Mr. B. A. Garside.

D?ar Dr. Speer, Dr. Bowen and Mr. Garsides

o ALAME > Ooeasional letter Ko. 7 has Jjust been sent out, dut I
AQyant to send to you some additional informetion not contained
herein.

Open of ¢ Colleges

The Colleges now have more than 300 students enrolled and
a seoond entrance examination is being held todey and tomorrow., A
total of 380 students seems to be a certainty, and ‘%8s the polit-
ical and military situation gets very much worse there is a possi-
bility ¢f epproximating 400. Student fees are evidently not coming
in as rapidly as in previous years, end a committee is already at
work making the necessary meadjustments in expenditures. The
faculties have voted to take a out on their own salaries if and as
neoessary.

Ogoning of the Middle School

The enclosed minutes will give you full informatiom re-
garding the opening of the Middle School. Misunderstandings arose,
largely due to stoppage of communications and to the fasct that '
Br. C. F. Liu wes in Shanghai and unable to get in touch with the
Middle Sohool group. In the meantime feeling had developed among
many of the College Administrative Committee that it would be better
for the Middle School to open, and this seemed to be the unanimous
opinion of the speeial committee that went to Nenking to inves-
tigate. Ko attampt will bde made to repair the domitory and the
recitation building, nor the chapel. The assembly hall in the
science building ocan be used for all daily and Sunday gatherings.
Provision can be made for 150 boarding students, whioh is probabdly
all that will bde needed. I have had no recent enrolment statisties
but some days sgo ll4 students had registered. It was the genersl
feeling that the Middle School would be able to meet its own ex-
penses, and you will note by actions of the Executive-Finance Com-
mittee that the Board of Managers cannot hold itself finencially
responsible for any defiocit inourred. Just how the Middle Sehool
agoount stands we do not yet know, but we are hoping that the
defisit, if any, will not be very large.
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Ret of Ginl Teachers

All the Ginling foreign teachers returned to Nanking
this past week, except Mrs. Thurston. Opinion is divided and some
of it is very decided as to their return. A general return of
missionaries to Nenking is out of the guestion. So far as we Uni-
vnrnit{ teachers are oconoerned, we will not go dack before we have
had action by the Administrative Committee.

General Situstion in Nanking

The last several letters and persons from Nanking indicate
that the situation is getting worse ratiher thean better. A4s indi-
cated in my Oceasional Letter, I have no confidence at all in the
present government. Chow Ming-i, in a letter dated September 21,
says that the spirit of the soldiers is growing worse every day.
They have cut down the trees and shrubbery in my yard and are sell-
ing the floor boards from President Bowen's house st 108 coppers
per pisul, A number of soldiers looted some riscksha cocolies,
aided by the use of their dDayonets, at the northwest corner of the
Language School., Mr. Chow further remarks, "They make all the
walks around us too dirty, sildl our things, bother our children, :
eto., ote.” Miss Lyon, of the United Christian Mission and prinei-
pal of the girls' school, wrote to Hwang Tai Tai regarding her re-
turn. Hwang Tai Tai went to the Foreign Affairs Uffice and they
to0ld her to write Miss Lyun that she should write saying tnat she
wanted to return, and then after she camb back to Hanking they
would provide proteetion for her. Tnere is not much in this atti-
tude to inspire confidence. s

Femine Mund iccounts for 1926-1927 *;;',,_.-—"---t

Miss Priest has balanoed the Famine Fund accounts for
last year and we find we have a cash balanse of about {20,000,00 odd,
of whieh §9,000.00 is gain on exohange. This unexpended balance,
of course, is carried forward to the 1927-1628 account. All emer-
gency expenses inocurred by the University for foreign supported
personnel on Famine Funds are insluded.

Emoergeney Defioit .

Miss Priewt suggests that you will sll be very much in-
terested in the figures for the emergency deficit to June 30,
which are approximately ¥71,000.00 Mexiean. %The Hospital and
Famine Funds oan easily take eare of their own share, which amounts
to about $25,000.00, leaving the emergency defioit on account of
the Trustees at adbout §46,000,.00. Miss Priest will be sending full
statements as soon as possible, dbut there are many individual items
to cheok up and transfers to mske, so that it is difficult to make
haste.
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Extra Coples of Cecakionel Letter Lo. 7

We are sending Nr. Garside iwenty extra copies of \
Occasionel Letter Ho. 7 snd shall contiaue this praciioce unless
notified otherwise. Uf the Board of Trustees, ouly iessrs., Speer,
Frenklin, S. Curey, and Scott receive copies aireet. we send
direct to all members of our faculty.

Personal

Mrs. Reisner and Sherry and I are planning definitely
on a ten to twelve days' vacation on the water between Shanghai,
Tientsin, Dairen, Tsingtao, and back again to Shanghei , starting
about October 7. \e are mighty glad to have the other University
folks here In Shanghai. Mr. Bates and lr, Thomson are going to
try to offer several courses by correspondence. The request for
this came from Nanking.,

#1th kind regards and best wishes, I um,

Yours very sincerely,

John H, Reisner.
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September 28, 1927.

Mr. B. A. Garside,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City, U.

Dear Mr. Garside:

n this letter I ggﬂ% to acknowledge your letters of
August to me, of August to Mr. Cressy, and your two letters
dated August addressed also to me. In your letter of

August 26 to Mr. Cressy, you say that most of the other four
universities represented in your office in facing the questions
of reorgeanization//have gone further! than has Nanking; but in
your letter of August 30 to me, you say that the reorganization
proposed for Nanking is much more sweeping thah has been effected
in the case of any of the other universities cooperating in your
office, or of any other university in China.)! We are unable to
reconcile the two statements but are hoping that our Board of
Trustees will favorably consider the matters which have been
recommended to them by the Board of Managers. The reorganization
may seem rather radical, but I do not believe it in any way
engangers the Christian purpose of the institution or its effec-
tiveness as a part of the whole Christian movement in China.

Now is an excellent time to transfer to the Chinese much of the
responsibility which we have been looking forward to passing
over to them during the past five years, and increasingly so in
recent times. Theré is no point, it seems to me, in our holding
any longer than is absolutely necessary responsibility for meet-
ing all deficits, emergencies, etc., ete., which go in the
administration of the university;and now is the time to pass
over some of these heavier responsibilities, when the Chinese

are particularly willing to undertake them. In spite of the
apparent collapse of the Nationalist government in Namnking, we
should not delude ourselves into thinking that we are going to
lapse back into the old days or the psychology of five or ten
years ago. So much attention is being paid to the political and
military phases of the revolution that one is apt to lose sight
of other elements at work and which are &’ far greater moment

to the Christian movement as a whole. We are hoping either for
a cablegram or a letter soon, indicating to us what action the
Board of Trustees has taken.

Regarding the minutes of the April 27 meeting of the
Famine Fund Committee, I am sorry these have not been forwarded




to you. Where do you get the idea that the minutes of the Famine
Fund Committee should sooner or later be turned over to the
Committee of Reference and Counsel by the University of Nanking?
I am quite sure that the Committee of Reference and Counsel re-
ceivea directly the minutes of the Famine Fund Committee from

the secretary of the committee here in Shanghai. The minutes
dealt practically entirely with routine matters and there was
nothing needing action either by our Board of Hanagers or by the
Board of Trustees in New York. It is our mistake that a set of

the minutes hawe not gone to you earlier and we are sorry for
the oversight.d,,,,,:j' ;

I shall probably be writing a short letter to Doctor
Speer, Mr. Bowen and yourself later on in the week, as has
been the custom and shall hold all items of University news till
then.

With cordial regards and best wishes, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner.
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September 29, 1927,

Dr. Robert E. Speer,
Dr. A. J. Bowen,
Mr. B. A. Garside.

Dear Dr. Speer, Dr. Bowen, and Mr, Garside:

There is nothing very new to report since my last letter,
but knowing you are anxious to have as late news as possidle from
Hanking, the following paragrephs will perhaps be of interest to

you.

The Colleges

I learned this morning indireectly that 380 students have
registered in the Colleges, 80 that a final total of 400 should be
a conservative estimate. The Budget Committee appointed by the
Administrative Committee has already met and curtailed expenditures
to antieipate the falling off in receipts from student feeszs and
dormitory charges. It seems that all students, in order to get on
to the campus must have a pass, and if they have anything in their
hends it must be examined by the soldiers on guard. All olasses
are being concentrated in Swasey and Bailie Halls, but from what
Mr. Sie Siang tells me, these buildings are now very, very crowded.
In a letter from Mr. Charles T. Gee just received, he says the
soldiers have received orders to move out, dbut it is not clear
whether this will mean the removal of the Seventh Army headquartersi
and until this is done there will continue to be soldiers and of-
fieers in the other buildings in the University.

Middle School

I oan 40 no better than quote in full Mr. C, F, Liu's
letter received yesterday, written under date of Sep tember 26:

"I take great pleasure in informing you that all the sotions of the
Board of Mansgers are accepted by myself and the faculty. Every-
thing is fine. All are willing to cooperate.

"Up to 4 P. M, today we have registered 128 students;

92 paid §2,874 plus guaranteed dues of §2,203; 36 have not paid any-
thing yet. Some more are coming. All the government sohools will
not open until October 1.

"Bang Chi-hsing is with us here in the Middle School for
religious education. On Mondays we have our regular Kuomintang
affair; on Wednesdays we have religious meetings; on Fridays students
will have their meetings. Saturdays will be used for pudlic speak-
ing and leotures. Our boys would like to go to Ku I Lan for Sunday
service. Some are also willing to go to Ginling on Sunday with the
colle ge students.




s Re By By he e BB Ao G = B Sept. 29, 1929,

"There are still some soldiers here in the campus and we
will Bry our best to get them out,

"As to the making of a new dudget for the mutumn I shall
proceed to 40 it as soon as I get settled down with the coming of
new students and other dbusiness in the offiece.

"I had a meeting with Mr. Gee about repairs and we shall
have another meeting tomorrow.

"I animy boy live in Miss Wixon's office in the science
building - a new experience dbut a very interesting one.

"We had a good faculty meeting this afternoon and I told
them in the meeting that we must by all means preserve the Chris-
tian quality of our school."

Return to Nanking

We have had no evidences yet that our Chinese colleagues
wish us to return, although one letter indiocated that they were ex-
peeting to discuss the matter with some of the high Nanking offi-
cials. Mr. Drummond spent Friday to Tuesday in Nanking. He was
aoccompenied everywhere he went by one of his Chinese friends. This
was done, not at his reguest but decause they felt some one should
be with him. He said everybody was very oordial and that' there
was no sign of any discourtesy. On the other hand, he evidently
does not feel that conditions are such that a foreigner ocould come
and go with any degree of freedom., MNrs. Thurston is still in
Shanghai. The office of the Consul-General in Shanghal has written
rather strongly against the Ginling women having gone baok. I
imagine, however, they will stay whers they are unless they are
advised by their Chinese friends to leave. There is a great deal
of feeling that missionaries shouldl not return to Nanking. This
is partioularly strong among the missionaries themselves, although
everybody feels that in this matter they would be guided very
largely by the wishes and the judgment of their Chinese friends.

It is certainly a most perplexing problem to know what to do. We
have made a seocond or third run of copies of Xr. Baven's comments
on the return of missionaries to Nanking and they have been con-

siderably discussed snd, I think, represent the feelings of most

of the missionaries.

Another Turn in the Politicel Situstion

The situation is bdeooming more unstable each day, doth
militarily and politically, and I look for another break very soon.
There are strong rumours of another sivance on the Yangtze by Sun
Chusn-fang from fairly reliasble sources his troops are said to bde
in exeoellent eondition. There are many serious questions as to the
Southern armies. One thing is eertain, and that is the unsym-
pathetic attitude of large groups of people in Chekiang and Kiangsu
towards the Nationalist Party, and there is also a strong desire
for the returam of Sun Chuan-fang. The people who have had expe-

rience say that even in the worst days of the old militarism condi-
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tions were not as bad for the mass of the people es they are today.
It seems to me inevitable also that Nanking will be the centre of
the hardest fighting.

There are also evidences of inoreased activities among
the radical groups and in spite of the manifesto of the National-
ist Party against the Communists, the Nationalist Party is so
loosely orgenized and so weak that the Communists and their sym-
pathizers are having plentyoof opportunity to work more or less
unhindered. I 4o not think we quite realize Just how nearly on
the rooks the Nationalist Party is and it will be greatly to their
owedis if they finally pull out of their present prediocament.
There is great uneasiness everywhere these days.

The General Assembly of Presdbyteriean and Allied Missions
is now meeting here in Shanghai with a very fine attendance. Mr. Sie
Siang came t0o Shanghai last Monday and he and Miss Priest have been
putting in busy days getting ready to oclose the bdooks for last year.
Mr. Elexander Paul of the United Christian Missionary Soclety
arrived Monday, end Mr. Corey is expected next week. I am having
a2 oconferesnce with Mr. Paul Saturday at lunch and shall try to give
him full information regarding the University and its problems.

We are leaving next Wednesday afternoon for vacation and the last
thing I do before I leave will be to write you a letter giving you
the latest news.

With kind regards and best wishes, I am,

Yours very sinoorolg,/
( 7

John H. Reisner.
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